SEWER SOCIOLOGY

Going … Going … Gone
Kevin L. Enfinger and Patrick L. Stevens
~ so·ci·ol´o·gy, the science of
sew´·er
society, social institutions, and social
relationships viewed through the eyes of a
sewer; specifically, the systematic study of
the development, structure, interaction, and
collective sewer use of organized groups of
human beings.

Most sewer flows are characterized by
repeatable diurnal patterns that vary
across weekdays, weekends, and holidays.
Differences in land use are also apparent,
and distractions and disruptions of daily life
often can be observed.

T

he Great Recession began in
late 2007 and took a tremendous
toll on the American economy.
During the darkest days of
the recession, the Dow Jones industrial
average had declined more than 50%, and
unemployment spiked to more than 10%.
Now the economy appears to be slowly
recovering, but the damage already has been
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done for some businesses. The figures
show composite hydrographs from
2007–2010 obtained downstream from
an auto assembly plant located in the
Northeastern United States. Weekdays
are shown in green, and weekends are
shown in blue.
Note in 2007 that the shape of the
weekday diurnal pattern indicates that
plant operations were conducted during
one shift, Monday through Friday.
During the weekends, production lines
were idle, and the sewer use pattern
reverted to that of the surrounding
residential area. Beginning in 2007,
production at the plant steadily
decreased until the last car rolled off
the assembly line on July 28, 2009.
Even with the economic recovery, this
assembly plant had become another
casualty of the Great Recession.

Sewer use at auto assembly plant
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