SEWER SOCIOLOGY

Under the boardwalk
Kevin L. Enfinger and Patrick L. Stevens
~

sew´·er so·ci·ol´o·gy, the science of
society, social institutions, and social
relationships viewed through the eyes of a
sewer; specifically, the systematic study of
the development, structure, interaction, and
collective sewer use of organized groups of
human beings.
Most sewer flows are characterized by
repeatable diurnal patterns that vary
across weekdays, weekends, and holidays.
Differences in land use also are apparent,
and distractions and disruptions of daily life
often can be observed.

T

his month, we take a look at life
in a seaside resort community
through the eyes of a sewer.
We all need to get away and
relax from time to time. For many, a trip to
the coast is the perfect panacea. However,
a vacationing sewer sociologist is left
to wonder, “Does this need to relax and
restore reveal itself in sewer use data?”
Let’s take a look.
The composite hydrographs below
show sewer use data from a traditional
residential community and a seaside resort
community. Weekdays are shown in green,
and weekends are shown in blue.
The most striking difference between

the two patterns occurs during the morning
rise in sewer use. The data from the
residential community indicate a difference
in the timing of the morning rise between
weekdays and weekends — not surprisingly,
people sleep in on the weekends. But in
the seaside community, no difference can
be seen — when you’re on vacation, every
day is the weekend. (Similar observations
have been documented in retirement
communities, where weekdays and
weekends blur together.)
Two other differences, although more

subtle, also can be seen. In the seaside
community, the morning rise in sewer use
begins an hour later (about 5 a.m.), and the
peak evening sewer use occurs an hour
earlier (about 6 p.m.) — perhaps translating
to some extra hours of sleep for some much
needed rest.
Kevin L. Enfinger is a region engineer, and
Patrick L. Stevens is vice president of engineering at ADS Environmental Services, a
division of ADS LLC (Huntsville, Ala.).

Variations in residential sewer use
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