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Top Story
Achieving Olympic Gold in Water Resources
American companies address Beijing water challenges in preparation for the world’s top
summer sporting event
Major American conglomerates are wrapping up hundreds of projects for the upcoming Beijing Summer
Olympics that kick off on Aug. 8. They are providing energy, air, transportation, and water technologies
that support 37 venues, including 12 new stadiums, a new airport terminal, 14 water treatment
installations, and more.
Beyond the games, it is hoped that Beijing’s citizens will enjoy many aspects of a rebuilt city. Read More

The National Stadium, pictured above, known as the “Bird’s Nest,” will serve as the main
venue of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. General Electric (GE; Trevose, Pa.) is providing
a rainwater recycling system designed to lower the stadium’s water consumption. Photo
courtesy of GE. Click for larger image.

Green Party?
As Election 2008 nears, convention cities are embracing sustainable practices
With so much attention on global warming this election year, the Democratic National Convention,
Republican National Convention, and their respective host cities have all pledged that the 2008
conventions will be the greenest in history.
What measures are they taking to ensure green conventions, particularly in terms of water quality and
sustainability? Read More
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WEF Sustainability Movement Gains Momentum
For the past 3 years, the Water
Environment Federation (WEF;
Alexandria, Va.) has quietly
begun implementing various
initiatives to reduce its impact on
the environment, culminating with
the launch of the Low Carb(on)
Diet in mid-2007. WEF
understands that its own
practices as an organization
must reflect its mission to
“preserve and enhance the
global water environment.” Read
more
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California Student Wins U.S. SJWP
WEF Vice President Testifies at House Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee
Hearing
Madhanagopal Receives Institute of Professional Environmental Practice Award
Benedek Wins Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize
Joseph Rizzuto Receives 2008 Robert Rowe Award for Laboratory Analyst Excellence
WEF Develops Task Force on Workforce Sustainability
Training Session To Address Water Sector Interdependencies
Webcast To Focus on Methanol Safety Issues
Water Associations, EPA Release Tools for Effective Utility Management Practices
WEF Proceedings Now Available Online
WEFTEC® Moving Up in the Ranks
WERF Announces Unsolicited Research Program, Seeks Volunteers

We Want to Hear From You
What do you think of WEF Highlights? What would you like to see in upcoming issues? Send your
comments to Jennifer Fulcher at jfulcher@wef.org.
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Achieving Olympic Gold in Water Resources
American companies address Beijing water challenges in preparation for the world’s top
summer sporting event
Major American conglomerates are wrapping up hundreds of projects for the upcoming Beijing Summer
Olympics that kick off on Aug. 8. They are providing energy, air, transportation, and water technologies
that support 37 venues, including 12 new stadiums, a new airport terminal, 14 water treatment
installations, and more.
Beyond the games, it is hoped that Beijing’s citizens will enjoy many aspects of a rebuilt city.

GE’s membrane technology will help improve wastewater treatment at Beijing’s Qinghe
Wastewater Treatment Plant, shown above. Photo courtesy of GE. Click for larger image.

With a population of more than 17 million spread over more than 15,540 km² (6000 mi²), Beijing is the
second largest metropolis in China, according to the China Internet Information Center. In addition to
numerous environmental concerns, the city suffers from chronic water shortages. Per capita, the Chinese
use one-third or one-fourth of the world’s average water use, depending on the information source cited.
China is “limited in water resources as far as quality and quantity are concerned,” Tony Kobilnyk, a
communications manager at General Electric (GE; Trevose, Pa.), noted.
Due to global pressure about environmental conditions in the capital, China’s Ministry of Water
Resources and other agencies are committed to ensuring that this year’s games are as green as
possible. The ministry has also pledged to establish sustainable water management on many levels.
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Water resources and other projects that are being completed for the Olympics offer American companies
such as GE, Siemens (New York), and Dow (Midland, Mich.), the opportunity to show off their
technological innovations and continue to provide China with solutions that support environmental goals
— for the games and beyond.
Recycled Water to Hydrate Olympic Village
At the Olympic Village solar-heated water supplies hotel showers, rainwater is recycled for landscape
irrigation, a toilet-flushing system using reclaimed water is ready for guests, and the equivalent of 32,000
bottles of water will serve as a highly treated potable supply for game attendees.
GE’s rainwater recycling system at Beijing National Stadium processes 90.8 Mg (100 ton) of rainwater per
hour, 80% to be used for stadium grounds irrigation, fire suppression, and maintenance. The company is
also supplying six ultrafiltration membrane trains for a total of 79,485 m³/d (21 mgd) as tertiary treatment
at the Qinghe Wastewater Treatment Plant. This effluent will provide 80,000 m³/d for landscape irrigation
around the village.
GE also is supplying a nanofiltration unit at Qinghe that will produce 16 m³ of potable water for the
stadium during the games, said Kobilnyk.
GE is supplying a nanofiltration unit,
pictured, to the Qinghe Waste Water Plant in
Beijing. The unit was designed to produce
16 m³ of potable water for the National
Stadium during the games. Photo courtesy
of GE. Click for larger image.

Reclaiming Olympic Waste
Siemens is working on reclaiming Olympic wastewater for non-contact use. Its membrane bioreactor at
the BeiXiaoHe Sewage Treatment Plant will treat 60,000 m³/d, with 10,000 m³/d to then be treated with
reverse osmosis membranes (a Dow Water Solutions project), for the village’s central lake, fountain, and
toilets.
After ultraviolet disinfection, 50,000 m³ of BeiXiahoHe’s reclaimed water enters Beijing’s recycle–reuse
water network and is sent to lakes around the Olympic area and the BeiXiaoHe River. Solids are
dewatered, then trucked to a landfill.
According to Bob Walczenko, Siemens executive project manager at BeiXiaoHe, part of the reason the
process was selected is because it can do the job in 60% of the space. The unit uses aerated-anoxic
technology for nutrient removal with simultaneous nitrification–denitrification.
Siemens is also supplying 20 programmable logic controllers for the plant’s large SCADA system.
Walczenko noted that equipment delivery spanned four continents and six time zones, and there were
numerous in-house challenges to getting the new system online.
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Dow Water Solutions’ involvement includes providing three reverse osmosis units — the one at
BeiXiaoHe, one at the Reclaimed Water Reuse for Beijing International Airport, and the third located at
the Beijing Economic-Technological Development Area.
Beyond the Games
Beyond the center of the games, the communities surrounding Beijing will benefit from the upgraded
treatment systems.
The Siemens project at BeiXiaoHe more than doubled the plant’s capacity and is producing reclaimed
water sources. After 1 year of being involved with the Beixiaohe project, Walczenko said that he observed
many new wastewater treatment projects not only in Beijing, but in other parts of the country — and that
he is seeing improvements as a result.
“Here in Beijing I noticed that a few small rivers are much cleaner, less algae. The same is happening to
some artificial lakes. With reuse water levels up, rivers and lakes are looking again alive,” he said. “Of
course, Rome was not built in one day, so it will take time. But the Olympics contribute to overall
awareness of environmental issues. I hope this culture and trend will be a positive legacy of the
Olympics.”
And according to GE, from its rainwater recycling system at the stadium and both its ultrafiltration and
nanofiltration systems at Qinghe, more than 60,000 citizens will have access to new clean water sources
after the games are over.
The village itself will be converted to apartments, and Beijing “is expanding a reclaim–reuse water
network around the whole city,” Walczenko said.
There are also opportunities beyond the Olympics.
According to Niann-Tsyr Yuen, Asia Pacific product marketing manager for Dow, the company is “helping
China to combat water shortages and increase the reuse ratio of industrial water so that municipal water
can be better utilized in serving the populace.” He said the company has established a relationship with
China’s environmental protection agencies and is discussing the latest treatment technologies.
Also underway, a GE water reuse and wastewater evaporation system will help Elion Chemical Industry
Co. Ltd., China’s largest polyvinyl chloride and caustic soda producer, to eliminate its wastewater
discharge to the Yellow River in Inner Mongolia. The project will recycle about 90% of Elion’s wastewater
once completed in early 2010.
In an effort to address China’s environmental needs and pique the country’s openness to water reuse
technologies, GE has donated two advanced water treatment units for Dongguan City, about 80 km from
Hong Kong.
Dongguan City has about 7 million inhabitants, and this summer GE will be installing a full-scale water
treatment plant in the city as well as donating a mobile water purification unit for villagers outside the city
that lack plumbing. According to GE, this is the first mobile advanced water purification unit in China that
is bringing drinking water to those outside the centralized municipal network.
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GE's mobile water
treatment system, on
left, will be used in
China to bring clean
water to areas that are
not within reach of the
centralized municipal
water infrastructure.
Photo courtesy of GE.
Click for larger image.

GE hopes the mobile unit will “demonstrate how this technology can help [the Chinese] provide clean
drinking water and leapfrog whole infrastructure,” said Kobilnyk.
This is where American companies have their edge. According to Yuen, he believes Dow was selected
because of a few key reasons — “innovation, proven performance, and reputation.”
— Andrea Fox (Bistany), WEF Highlights

Green Party?
As Election 2008 nears, convention cities are embracing sustainable practices
With so much attention on global warming this election year, the Democratic National Convention,
Republican National Convention, and their respective host cities have all pledged that the 2008
conventions will be the greenest in history.
What measures are they taking to ensure green conventions, particularly in terms of water quality and
sustainability?
Denver
The city of Denver is expecting more than 50,000 visitors for the 2008 Democratic National Convention,
Aug. 25–28. In an effort to showcase its investment in making this the greenest party convention in
history, the Democratic National Convention Committee (DNCC) hired its first-ever staff person solely
dedicated to greening the convention.
“We have placed significant focus on not just greening the event itself, but greening the entire planning
process leading up to the convention,” said Damon Jones, official DNCC spokesperson. “[The director of
greening] works with all of our departments to weave greening principles into each and every decision we
make — from the vendors we choose, official providers we partner with, office space we rent, and how we
travel.”
Denver Mayor John Hickenlooper, on his own accord, pledged that the convention will be the greenest
the city has seen. He secured private funds to fill a temporary position to manage green affairs for the city
throughout convention preparation.
©2008 Water Environment Federation. All rights reserved.
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“It really is a joint effort. We have different roles in making this event green, but we work together to get it
done,” said Parry Burnap, Denver director of greening. “Our job is to set the stage, and the DNC puts on
the show. It’s important while we have the spotlight to make the most of our efforts.”
Still reeling from the 2000–2003 drought that called citizens of the semiarid state into action in aiding
water conservation efforts, Burnap said that water sustainability is a priority in their greening efforts, and
is using the convention to remind people of the importance of water conservation.
Denver Water has fast-tracked a number of city projects in time for the convention. At the Colorado
Convention Center, Denver Water recently replaced 205 toilets, which will conserve 7.1 L (1.9 gal) per
flush, and 107 urinals that save 11.3 L (3 gal) per flush.
Likewise, the DNCC worked with its official hotel partner, the Hyatt Regency, to convert all exiting urinals
and toilets to low-flush models and upgrade the sinks and showerheads in guestrooms to conserve water.
The DNCC and city of Denver are looking to secure a sponsor to provide reusable Bisphenol-A-free water
bottles, significantly reducing single-use disposable water bottles. The city will provide a portable water
tank refill station that holds 757 L (200 gal) of chilled water outside the convention where 20,438 m²
(220,000 ft²) of tent space will sit, along with a number of refill stations, inside the convention center.
The city is constructing two new Xeriscape gardens, a concept and term coined by Denver to describe its
low-water input landscapes, near the Pepsi Center and Colorado Convention Center, which is the hub of
convention activities. The landscapes will require 1850.25 m² (1.5 ac-ft) less water to maintain than the
neighboring blue grass, according Donna Pacetti, the conservation liaison for Denver Water.
“We have had events bigger than this, but because this is the DNC, we are making extra efforts to
highlight conservation and starting projects that were on the back burner. We have to show we can walk
the talk,” Pacetti said.
The city is working to spread its efforts beyond the convention site by offering greening seminars to local
hotels, restaurants, and vendors.
In addition, Denver has partnered with Project Planet to provide collateral material for hotel rooms that
require the guest to place a card on the bed in order to have their sheets and towels changed, saving
water by actively requiring the guest to choose to have linens washed.
Both the DNCC and the city of Denver have implemented a number of other green practices in addition to
water conservation and quality measures, from using recycled office supplies and paperless registration
systems, to hosting green awareness events at the convention and recruiting Green Team volunteers for
assistance.
“This is the first year we’ve made a comprehensive commitment to lower our carbon footprint. We hope all
of the greening measure and new systems we’re helping to put in place stay in Denver long after the
convention is over,” Jones said.
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Minneapolis–St. Paul
The Republican National Committee’s Committee on Arrangements’ communications coordinator, James
Davis, did not provide a direct comment on the committee's greening efforts, but provided a printout
highlighting green efforts, none of which focused on water issues.
The handout did note that the committee is using hybrid vehicles, recycled office materials, and paperless
registration for the 45,000 attendees of the Sept. 1-4 event in Minneapolis–St. Paul, Minn.
The nonpartisan, nonprofit entity working on behalf of the host cities did not provide a direct comment
either, but provided a resource list being used by Xcel Energy Center, the convention site, and an internal
document that highlights the host committee’s interoffice green practices.
According to the materials, the Xcel Energy Center and Saint Paul RiverCentre are using low-flow faucets
throughout all restrooms, which “generally dispense one-half gallon or less.” Internally, host committee
staff is using recycled office supplies, working from an Energy Star building, and encouraged to purchase
items from local vendors to reduce transportation.
The RNC has spurred longer-term change for the Twin Cities as it is kick-starting its GreenGatherings
program in light of the convention. GreenGatherings is a partnership of a variety of regional townships
and environmental agencies.
According to Pam McCurdy of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, a partner of the initiative, among a
number of activities, the group is working to educate people in the restaurant and hospitality industries by
holding trainings about being greener including ways to conserve water during and after the convention.
The group will offer informational materials on its Web site, provide trainings to local retailers, and
conduct community outreach.

— Ashley Jordan-Nowe, WEF Highlights

WEF Sustainability Movement Gains Momentum
For the past 3 years, the Water
Environment Federation (WEF;
Alexandria, Va.) has quietly
begun implementing various
initiatives to reduce its impact on
the environment, culminating
with the launch of the Low
Carb(on) Diet in mid-2007. WEF
understands that its own
practices as an organization
must reflect its mission to
“preserve and enhance the
global water environment.”
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Under this initiative, WEF aims to reduce carbon dioxide emissions of its facilities, people, and activities
by 150,000 pounds by September 2008. Many changes already have been made in the areas of reducing
consumption and waste, increasing energy conservation and recycling, and using greener products,
according to Nancy Cornwell, director, facilities management at WEF.
Many of WEF’s printed materials have either been scaled back or are now being printed on recycledcontent paper. WE&T magazine, for example, is now printed on post-consumer, recycled-content paper,
while the Highlights newsletter recently went all-electronic. WEF also began sending all seminar and
specialty conference follow-up materials electronically. For the Biosolids & Residuals Conference alone,
this will save 727 large envelopes and about 12,000 sheets of paper (23 reams).
Disposable items such as paper plates and plastic cutlery have been completely eliminated from kitchen
areas. These items have been replaced with reusable items, including new mugs that were distributed to
all staff and are available for guests.
WEF already has made significant gains in energy reduction. Several years ago, WEF cut its electricity
consumption in half after making upgrades to the heating and cooling systems, including replacing the
rooftop units and thermostats. All windows were sealed to prevent heat loss and gain.
For additional efficiency, the Federation is in the process of installing a new energy management system
that will allow real-time, online controls for the heating and cooling in the building. Eventually, this system
will be tied to the lighting controls for additional savings.
A major upgrade to the lighting is also about to begin, including light and motion sensors that will balance
light with natural light and automatically turn off lights in unoccupied areas. Existing fixtures will be
upgraded with more efficient fluorescents and electronic ballasts, which use far less energy.
In 2005, WEF expanded its recycling program to include not only office paper, but cardboard, glass,
metals, and other materials.
Other efforts include
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Green Seal-certified cleaning products in use since 2005
Incentives for employees to use mass transit.
Energy-saving reminders posted throughout the building.
Eco-friendly copy paper in all copiers and printers.
Reusable eco-bags distributed to staff for local shopping.
All copiers are Energy Star qualified and leased for easy upgrade rather than replacement.
All toner cartridges are recycled and returned for refill.
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Several other large-scale projects are in the works, including a green terrace and rooftop, which will help
to reduce stormwater runoff from the building and help absorb carbon from the atmosphere in addition to
other benefits.
WEF is tracking progress of its reduction using various online footprint calculators. These figures will help
the Federation stay on track and see the results of its efforts. The Federation understands, however, that
there is much more work yet to be done.
Under the Low Carb(on) Diet initiative, WEF has committed to working hard, not only to reduce its own
environmental impact, but also to help others in the water sector do the same. WEF hopes to develop a
model of how to go green that it can share with members, volunteer leadership, partner organizations,
and other associations.
In addition to the Low Carb(on) Diet, WEF has implemented two additional initiatives related to
sustainability in the water environment including development of a Community of Practice on
Sustainability and creation of Sustainability Conference.
The genesis of this effort began 3 years ago, when the WEF Board of Trustees (BOT) passed a
resolution to develop and implement sustainable practices at WEF offices to ensure “establishment of a
culture of sustainability within the Federation staff.” In October 2006 the BOT adopted a Resolution on
Climate Change, which committed WEF to work with its members and committees to reduce emissions.
WEF staff led implementation of the Low Carb(on) Diet. The current team includes Nancy Cornwell, Linda
Kelly, Laura Leslie, Lorraine Loken, Matt Ries, and Rob Schweinfurth. Success, however, has come from
the efforts of all staff who understand the positive impact each individual can make.
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News & Events
California Student Wins U.S. SJWP
Joyce Chai was named the 2008 winner of the U.S. Stockholm Junior Water Prize (SJWP), a youth award
for water-related science. Chai took the top prize for her project, which explored the cutting-edge topic of
nanoparticles. Next, she will take her project to Stockholm, Sweden, where she will compete against
other young scientists from around the globe for the international award.
Chai was selected at the national competition in
Orlando, Fla., from 52 students representing 45
states and Puerto Rico. Her research looked at
silver nanoparticles, which are used in more than
25% of the nanoconsumer market and have
become a point of critical concern as a potentially
hazardous antimicrobial substance. Her
investigation succeeded in developing a
technique to quantify the potential toxicity of silver
nanoparticles to the world’s water sources and
the environment. It also repudiated the assertion
that consumer products that contain nanosilver Photo courtesy of DGM
Photography. Click for
are more reliable and less environmentally
larger image.
hazardous.
“I was very impressed by the quality of the research projects presented by these young investigators,”
said Mohamed Dahab, WEF past president and a member of the nominating committee. “The winning
project developed a rather sophisticated methodology for determining the toxicity of nano-sized particles
in the environment. These particles are used in many consumer products, and their discharge in domestic
wastewater constitutes a potential threat to human health and the environment. Once again, this
competition proves that America’s future in water science and technology is in good hands.”
In addition to this award, the student received $3000 and will be invited to present her research at
WEFTEC®.08 in Chicago this October. The student’s school also will receive $1000 to enhance water
education, and to help raise awareness of global water challenges, the student’s science teacher will also
travel to the competition in Sweden.
The international competition, which provides an opportunity for young researchers to connect with each
other, will be held during World Water Week, August 17–23, 2008, and will culminate in an awards
presentation by the Princess of Sweden.
About the SJWP Competition
The U.S. SJWP competition is made possible through a collaborative effort between WEF and its Member
Associations (MAs) across the country. Each state competition is sponsored by a MA and has a designated
state organizer. Each state selects and sends a winner (or winning team) to the U.S. national competition.
Additional donations received from MAs throughout the year help fund the national SJWP competition and to
promote the program to students and teachers. Special thanks to the Illinois Water Environment Association for
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their generous contribution this month.
Also, special thanks to FWEA for helping to make the 2008 U.S. competition a success. The MA worked
tirelessly to raise funds for the SJWP program and Water For People and engaged volunteers on many levels
to run the competition.

WEF Vice President Testifies at House Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee
Hearing

WEF staff photo. Click for larger

Paul Freedman, vice president of the
Water Environment Federation (WEF;
Alexandria, Va.), testified June 23 at a
congressional hearing of the House Water
Resources and Environment
Subcommittee of the House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee. The topic for
this hearing, which was designed as an
information

image.

gathering exercise for potential legislative activity, was “Comprehensive Watershed Planning and
Management.”
The House Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee has broad jurisdiction over water resources
activities including the Clean Water Act (CWA) and flood control and navigation-related responsibilities of
the U.S. Army Corps. Rep. James Oberstar (D–Minn.), chair of the full committee, has been a long-time
proponent of the watershed approach for dealing with water quality issues and is one of the few members
of Congress who helped craft the Clean Water Act (CWA) of 1972. Chairman Oberstar believes that a
watershed approach can help enhance local and regional economic viability in ways that meet local water
resource development needs, are environmentally sound, and consistent with watershed objectives.
Freedman was asked to testify on behalf of WEF along with witnesses from other water-related entities
including former Army Corps official and nationally recognized expert on water resources planning, Gen.
Gerry Galloway; Carol Collier, the executive director of the Delaware River Basin Commission; and
representatives from the Nature Conservancy (Arlington, Va.) and the Texas Water Development Board
(San Antonio). Freedman’s testimony included an overview of the watershed approach to water resources
management and current programs; meeting new challenges in water resources management; the need
for intergovernmental and interagency cooperation; and the inadequacy of the CWA for holistic watershed
management.
A WEF member since 1980, Freedman serves on the Federation’s Board of Trustees, the House of
Delegates, and the Board of Directors. He also has been a member or served as chair or vice chair of
several WEF committees, specialty conferences, and task forces including the Watershed Management
Committee, Government Affairs Committee, Long-Range Planning Committee, Sustainability Task Force,
and most recently, the National Research Council Committee on total maximum daily loads and adaptive
implementation. With more than 30 years of relevant professional experience, Freedman is co-founder
and president of the environmental consulting firm LimnoTech (Ann Arbor, Mich.).
©2008 Water Environment Federation. All rights reserved.
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Please click here to download Freedman’s testimony. For more information about WEF’s legislative and
regulatory activities, please visit www.wef.org.

Madhanagopal Receives Institute of Professional Environmental Practice Award
Water Environment Federation (WEF;
Alexandria, Va.) member Tim Madhanagopal
has been selected as the recipient of the 2008
Institute of Professional Environmental Practice
(Pittsburgh) Annual Award in the category of
Lifetime Achievement. He was selected for the
award because of his efforts and
accomplishments educating youth in the math
and science fields as well as his many volunteer,
training, and mentoring efforts.

Photo courtesy of Tim
Madhanagopal. Click for
larger image.

Madhanagopal, plant manager in the Orange County (Fla.) Utilities, joined the company in 1985 and has
been practicing in the civil and environmental engineering field since 1978. Over the years,
Madhanagopal has won many awards, including the Public Education Award from WEF, and is an active
member of many professional organizations.
Within WEF, Madhanagopal has served on the WEF–Florida Water Environment Association (FWEA)
Public Education Committee, the WEF Awards Committee, the local arrangements committee for the
2008 Stockholm Junior Water Prize (SJWP) competition, and as a chair for the local SJWP judging panel.
In addition, he served as a volunteer in 1997 and played a key role in 2001 and as chairman in 2005 in
organizing the WEF exhibit at the Boy Scout National Jamboree.

Benedek Wins Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize
Andrew Benedek, Water Environment Federation
(WEF; Alexandria, Va.) member and Canadian
researcher now based in the United States, has
been announced as the winner of the inaugural
Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize in Singapore.

Photo courtesy of
Helene Allen, GE
Water & Process

The international award recognizes an individual
or organization for outstanding contributions in
water management that have solved the world’s
water problems through the implementation of
innovative technologies, policies, and programs.

Technologies. Click for A nominating committee selected 39 international
nominees based on merits of a technology, policy,
larger image.

or program taking into account its scale of
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delivery, application, implementation, impact, and
benefits.

The award, sponsored by the Singapore Millennium Foundation, comes with a cash prize of $215,000
and was scheduled to be presented to Benedek during the Singapore International Water Week in June.
Benedek pioneered the development of low-pressure membranes that enabled drinking water to be
produced from highly polluted water. These membranes are used in the pre-treatment stage in
desalination. They were designed to use less energy, have lower operating costs, and improve the ease
of operation. As the technology has become adopted by utility provides around the world, the technology
has become more affordable.
“Through Dr. Benedek’s significant R&D contribution and commercialization efforts, a superior low-cost
technology for water treatment is now available for large-scale use,” said Tan Gee Paw, chairman of the
Nominating Committee of the Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize.

Joseph Rizzuto Receives 2008 Robert Rowe Award for Laboratory Analyst Excellence
Water Environment Federation (WEF;
Alexandria, Va.) member Joseph Rizzuto
is the recipient of the 2008 Robert Rowe
Award for Laboratory Analyst Excellence.
Rizzuto joined the Evesham Municipal
Utilities Authority (EMUA; Evesham;
N.J.), as a laboratory technician in 1993,
and advanced to laboratory manager,
before being promoted to his current
position as sewer department manager in
2007. The Robert Rowe Award
Joseph Bonaccorso, president of
recognizes individuals for outstanding
the N.J. Water Environment
professionalism, performance, and overall Association (left), presents
contributions to water quality analysis
Joseph Rizzuto with the 2008
laboratory profession.
Robert Rowe Award. Photo
courtesy of Lauren E. Schiavo,
Thomas/Boyd Communications.

WEF Develops Task Force on Workforce Sustainability
Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) President Adam Zabinski has appointed nine WEF
members to a task force that will examine workforce sustainability issues.
The task force has been asked to
©2008 Water Environment Federation. All rights reserved.
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•
•
•
•

inventory and define all workforce sustainability activities present and planned within the
committees of the Federation;
inventory and define all workforce sustainability activities ongoing within the Member Associations
of the Federation;
propose a priority for the workforce sustainability activities that are ongoing and planned based
on the needs of WEF members;
outline the opportunities WEF has for collaboration with others within the water industry and
outside of the water industry in regards to workforce sustainability; and
coordinate the actions of the task force with the Planning, Products and Program Development
(P3D) Working Group of the Board of Trustees (BOT) so that the P3D Working Group may
recommend a strategy forward to the BOT on workforce sustainability.

The task force is co-chaired by Raynetta Grant, City of Titusville (Fla.) Water Resources, and Eric Dodds,
Advanced Engineering (Moorhead, Minn.). Other task force members include Patricia Settles, Metro
(Denver) Wastewater Reclamation District; Laura Watson, Infrastructure Management Group (Detroit,
Mich.); Nancy Love, University of Michigan (Ann Arbor); Tekla Taylor, Brown and Caldwell (Walnut Creek,
Calif.); Kirk Rowland, Town of Tonawanda, N.Y.; Raj Bhattarai, City of Austin, Texas; and Dan James,
Central Valley Water Reclamation Facility (Salt Lake City, Utah).
The Workforce Sustainability Task Force will sunset following the BOT Meeting at WEFTEC®.08.

Training Session To Address Water Sector Interdependencies
The Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) through a cooperative agreement with the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has
announced a training program on water sector independencies that begins in October and spans through
early 2009. The program is focused on the interdependencies between the water sector and other critical
sectors including energy, information technology, and transportation.
The primary objective of this training is to assist water sector utilities in building sustained, resilient local
and regional partnerships across critical infrastructures and key resources. Under the National
Infrastructure Protection Plan (NIPP), the water sector is one of 18 federally identified critical
infrastructures and key resources and provides services essential to public health protection and to
industrial and commercial viability.
While the water sector has made vast improvements in the area of security and emergency response,
many utilities still lack coherent local and regional partnerships across multiple sectors in order to prepare
for, and effectively respond to, man-made threats and natural disasters. Any questions regarding the
project should be directed to James K. Sullivan at jsullivan@wef.org.
WEF will offer three pilot training sessions and upon approval from DHS, seven regional training
sessions. The confirmed pilot sessions include
• Oct. 14–15, 2008, Chicago
• Nov. 5–6, 2008, San Francisco
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Jan. 7–8, Atlanta

The training will be provided at no cost to eligible participants including water and wastewater utility
executives and managers, as well as lead representatives from other sectors. In addition, WEF will
provide hotel accommodations for up to 2 nights for qualified participants, and limited travel
reimbursement may be available upon request. Registration is limited, and interested parties are
encouraged to apply for one of the three pilot training sessions as soon as possible. For more details,
including a preliminary agenda and registration information, see www.wef.org.

Webcast To Focus on Methanol Safety Issues
The Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) Safety, Security, and Occupational Health
Committee in collaboration with the WEF Municipal Wastewater Design Committee, the Methanol
Institute (Arlington, Va.), and the Chemical Safety Board have organized the webcast, “Methanol Safety:
Understanding and Managing Risks.” On July 23, from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. EDT, listen to six speakers’
recommendations for avoiding accidents and conducting drills, and explanations of experience, risks, and
physical properties of methanol.
Speakers from Donohue & Associates (Sheboygan, Wis.); Methanol Institute; Chemical Safety Board;
Washington, D.C., Water and Sewer Authority; Methanex Corp. (Vancouver, British Columbia); and the
WEF Municipal Wastewater Treatment Design Committee are helping WEF and the Methanol Institute
expand awareness of the hazards involved with methanol and the safety practices necessary.
Animations and interactive videos will be included in the webcast. This animation portrays an accident at
Bethune Point where two workers were killed and another injured by an explosion while removing a
damaged portion of steel roof over two methanol storage tanks. Many wastewater plants add methanol to
accelerate the biodegradation of excess nitrogen, and reduce nitrogen-loading of sensitive aquifers from
plant effluent. While many plant operators are unfamiliar with methanol, once the physical properties and
risks of working around methanol are understood, accidents like Bethune Point can be avoided.
One and a half professional development hours (PDHs) will be offered for participating in the webcast.
For more information about PDHs, contact Bonnie Bailey at bbailey@wef.org or (703) 684-2400, ext.
7737. The deadline to register is July 16. For questions or information about registration, call (800) 6660206, option 2, or send an e-mail to registration@wef.org.

Water Associations, EPA Release Tools for Effective Utility Management Practices
Six associations representing the U.S. water and wastewater sector, in collaboration with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), have released a series of tools designed to help water and
wastewater utilities advance effective management practices to achieve long-term sustainability. The
tools are based on the 10 Attributes of Effectively Managed Utilities and five Keys to Management
Success first identified in a report released by the group in May 2007.
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According to Bill Bertera, executive director of the Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.),
“These are tools developed by utility mangers for utility managers and WEF is very gratified to have been
part of this important effort.” EPA Assistant Administrator for Water, Ben Grumbles commented that “I
consider this collaboration to be one of the agency’s most important accomplishments under our
Sustainable Water Infrastructure Initiative and I want to thank the water associations and our utility
advisors for their continuing leadership.”
Since the release of the Findings and Recommendations for a Water Utility Sector Management Strategy
report last year, the Effective Utility Management Collaborating Organizations — WEF, the American
Public Works Association (Kansas City, Mo.), American Water Works Association (Denver), Association
of Metropolitan Water Agencies (Washington), National Association of Clean Water Agencies
(Washington), National Association of Water Companies (Washington), and EPA — have been working
together to develop tools aimed at helping utilities assess their current operations and adopt best
management strategies for improvement.
The tools available include the Effective Utility Management Primer for Water and Wastewater Utilities
designed to help water and wastewater utility managers make practical, systematic changes to achieve
excellence in utility performance. It was produced by water and wastewater utility leaders who also
developed a series of suggested Utility Performance Measures focused on the Attributes to help utilities
establish a performance baseline and begin to measure their progress. The primer and other resources
can be downloaded at www.watereum.org.

WEF Proceedings Now Available Online
The Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) has created an archival library of the papers
presented at the annual Water Environment Federation Technical Exhibition and Conference
(WEFTEC®) and other conferences held since 2000. Access to the archive is offered at no charge to
WEF members. These proceedings are not peer-reviewed. Papers are available as follows:
•
•

2000–2006 Proceedings. Individual papers for 2000–2006 conferences may be viewed and
downloaded in the archival library online.
2007 and 2008 Proceedings. Proceedings for 2007 and 2008 conferences are available on CDROM only, and must be ordered through WEF Customer Service.

Click here to access the proceedings archive or order CD-ROMs.

WEFTEC® Moving Up in the Ranks
The Tradeshow 200 listing published by Tradeshow Week® (Los Angeles) has ranked WEFTEC.07 No.
93 out of the top 200 U.S. tradeshows. WEFTEC.06 was ranked No. 103. Trade shows are ranked by net
paid square footage. For more information about this year’s conference, see www.weftec.org.
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WERF Announces Unsolicited Research Program, Seeks Volunteers
The Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF; Alexandria, Va.) has announced its 2008
Unsolicited Research Program. A grant of $500,000 is available to fund research that will advance the
knowledge and understanding of water quality. For more details, including the request for proposals and
instructions, see www.werf.org.
WERF also is seeking leaders from academia, wastewater and stormwater utilities, equipment
manufacturing, and consulting sectors to serve on its Research Council starting in January 2009. The
Research Council is a body of a dozen senior technical advisers that helps create the vision for current
and future wastewater, stormwater, and other water quality-related research. Council members are
volunteers and may serve for up to two 3-year terms. Those interested are asked to forward a curriculum
vitae and a brief letter of interest no later than July 15 to Dan Woltering, director of research at
dwoltering@werf.org.
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