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News for Members of the Water Environment Federation

Water Stories Web Site Provides Documentaries, Research

A

vide clean water and adequate sanitation to its growing population. Visitors
to Water Stories can download research
commissioned by the initiative on
expanding opportunities for small-scale
water and sanitation projects in developing countries.
The four documentaries by J. Carl
Ganter chronicle various clean water
and sanitation endeavors in resourcestrapped areas of Mexico. Similar struggles to bring fresh water and sanitation
occur every day in all parts of the devel-
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ccording to a news release from the
Woodrow Wilson Center
(Washington, D.C.), more than 1 billion people lack safe water, and more
than 2.5 billion lack sanitation. Water
Stories, a new multimedia Web site
from the Woodrow Wilson Center’s
Navigating Peace Initiative, puts faces
and names to these numbers.
Launched in March before the 4th
World Water Forum in Mexico City,
Water Stories screens documentaries
that explore Mexico’s struggle to pro-

Luis Silva near the rusty tanks his family uses to collect the 200 gallons they receive each week
from the municipal water system in Colonia San Miguel, Mexico. Water runs from their pipe for
only an hour each week.
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oping world.
Dry Sanitation tracks one village’s
attempt to stave off health and sewage
problems with low-tech composting
toilets. In Rainwater Harvesting, residents filter rooftop water into safe
drinking water. In Batallones Rojos, the
region’s families desperately need water
than the 2 hours per day they currently receive it. And in Colonia San
Miguel, the Silvas struggle to keep
their family of seven healthy, fed, and
clothed while using less than 200 gallons of water per week.
Research papers commissioned by
the initiative shed light on not only the
challenges of improving access to safe
water and sanitation, but also the possibilities afforded through innovation and
cooperation, the news release notes.
In Household Water Treatment and
Safe Storage Options in Developing
Countries, authors Daniele S. Lantagne,
Robert Quick, and Eric D. Mintz of
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (Atlanta) summarize five of
the most common household water
treatment and storage options — chlorination, filtration (biosand and ceramic), solar disinfection, combined filtration/chlorination, and combined flocculation/chlorination — and describe
continued on page 6

Progress Report:
Water is Life and Infrastructure Makes it HappenTM

W

ater is Life and Infrastructure
Makes it HappenTM has a new
look. As previously reported, the Water
Environment Federation (WEF;
Alexandria, Va.) has been working with
community focus groups to generate
feedback on the effectiveness of the program’s overall look and messaging.
Responses from participating member
utilities and their citizen advisory groups
in late March pointed to a general lack
of connection between the original green
leaf artwork and water.
In response, WEF redesigned the
materials with a more recognizable
image of water and developed a logo to
increase the program’s consistency and
overall identity.
The new water drop look can now be
found on all program materials including the following customizable pieces
that are now available for download on
www.waterislife.net:
• Brochure: intended for a general
audience, this 8-page, full-color
brochure provides an overview of the
issue and is a great starter piece for
community outreach.

• Talking points: designed for any public audience, the talking points can
help you deliver the infrastructure
message at community meetings and
other public forums.
• PowerPoint presentation: intended for
a general audience, this presentation
is a customizable template that can be
used at community meetings, school
presentations, and other public
forums.
• Public Education Campaign approaches: three ideas for starting your own
community outreach campaign.
• Media kit: this customizable kit gives
you the necessary tools to effectively
communicate with local media outlets. Contents include: at-a-glance
program overview, information folder,
infrastructure news articles, list of
experts, and templates for opinion
editorials and letters to the editor.
• Collateral materials: bookmarks and
buttons provide a fun way to get the
infrastructure message out to your
community. Great as giveaways, they
can be used at local schools, county
fairs, community meetings, and other

WEF Residuals & Biosolids Specialty
Conference Emphasizes Value of NBP
EMS Program

T

he high number of attendees at the
Water Environment Federation
(WEF; Alexandria, Va.) Residuals and
Biosolids Conference, held in the
Greater Cincinnati area, reflected that
biosolids management is indeed a driving force in the wastewater profession.
Approximately 700 conference-goers
attended the March 12–15 event.
The National Biosolids Partnership
(NBP), an alliance of WEF, the National
Association of Clean Water Agencies
2
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(NACWA), and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, offers a credible
framework for achieving and maintaining that driving force.
“The NBP’s environmental management system (EMS) program was the
result of years of collaboration among
biosolids producers, service contractors,
and product users — together with
stakeholders from regulatory agencies,
continued on page 6

public forums.
Provided at no cost to utilities, these
materials will put you on the right track
to help your community understand the
value of water and wastewater infrastructure and the importance of investing in
its long-term stability.
For more information or to learn how
to get involved, contact Linda Kelly at
lkelly@wef.org.
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Stockholm Junior Water Prize Online Journal to Debut This Fall

T

he Water Environment Federation
(WEF; Alexandria, Va.) announces
the Journal of the U.S. Stockholm Junior
Water Prize — For the Future, From the
Future, a new electronic publication of
winning entries from the Stockholm
Junior Water Prize (SJWP) state competitions. Published annually, the journal will debut in fall 2006 and feature
original papers on water quality, water
resource management, water protection, and water and wastewater treatment.
The nonsubscription journal provides students with another vehicle for
showcasing their research. An editorial
board, chaired by Stockholm Water
Prize Laureates William Mitsch and
Takashi Asano, will oversee direction
and quality of content.
“This new journal will merge the
natural aptitude that young students
have in the electronic and computer

world with the science and engineering
of water resources,” said Mitsch, professor of natural resources and environmental science and director of the
Olentangy River Wetland Research
Park School of Natural Resources at
Ohio State University (Columbus). “It
is bound to have an impact on the students and ultimately the future of our
water environment.”
The purpose of the SJWP, the most
prestigious international youth award
for a high school water science research
project, is to increase students’ interest
in water-related issues and research, and
to sensitize them — as future leaders —
to global water challenges.
“This new journal will challenge
young minds to come up with new
ideas on water,” said Asano, a professor
in the department of civil and environmental engineering at the University of
California–Davis. “Both Professor

Mitsch and I welcome the opportunity
to review the thought-provoking ideas
and presentations of our next generation of water leaders.”
In the United States, WEF and its
member associations (MAs) organize
the U.S. national, state, and local SJWP
competitions with support from ITT
Industries (White Plains, N.Y.) and The
Coca-Cola Company (Atlanta). WEF
MAs select state SJWP winners and
sponsor the student, and the student’s
science teacher, to attend the national
competition — this year, scheduled for
June 22–24 in Atlanta. The U.S. winner will join representatives from more
than 30 countries at the international
competition during World Water Week,
Aug. 20–26 in Stockholm, Sweden. For
more information about the competition, visit www.wef.org.

Authors Sought for Update to Joint WEF/ASCE Urban
Runoff Quality Management Manual

T

he Water Environment Federation
(WEF; Alexandria, Va.) Technical
Practice Committee is seeking individuals willing to serve as authors to update
Manual of Practice No. 23, Urban
Runoff Quality Management. Originally
co-published with the American Society
of Civil Engineers in 1998, the manual
is currently in need of revision. Larry
Roesner, professor of urban water infrastructure systems in the department of
engineering at Colorado State
University (Fort Collins), will lead the
update. The proposed outline for the
updated version of the manual follows:
Chapter 1 Introduction
Chapter 2 Design for Integrated
Control of Hydrology,
Geomorphology, and
Ecology
Chapter 3 Administrators Guide

Chapter 4 Urban Runoff Quality
Chapter 5 Design of Treatment Best
Management Practices for
Performance
Chapter 6 Cost and Maintenance of
Stormwater Facilities
Chapter 7 Performance Assessment
Chapter 8 Scaling of Best
Management Practices and
Treatment Trains
Chapter 9 Analytical Tools
Authors will be responsible for
preparing detailed chapter outlines
according to the proposed audience,
purpose, and scope of the manual.
Authors will also be responsible for
preparing chapters for the publication
and addressing or incorporating all
comments received through technical
review. Authors must follow the publication development process outlined in

the Technical Practice Committee
Procedures Manual and meet all deadlines to ensure that the manual is developed on a 20-month schedule.
If you are interested in participating
and working closely with WEF volunteers, the task force chair, and WEF
staff, and dedicating the expertise and
time to ensuring that a high-quality
manual is developed according to the
publication schedule, please contact
Technical Publications Manager Lorna
Ernst. Send a brief resume to
lernst@wef.org, or fax it to (703) 8361794. Please indicate which chapter
you are interested in working on, and
contact Ernst with any questions
regarding publication development procedures or the role of authors.
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Call for Abstracts: TMDL 2007

T

he Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) requirements of the
Clean Water Act play a pivotal role in
how and if the United States meets its
clean water goals. The TMDL conferences organized by the Water
Environment Federation (WEF;
Alexandria, Va.) have brought together
hundreds of environmental experts to
exchange information on challenging
issues regarding the TMDL process in
the last 5 years.
Recognizing its importance and the
continually evolving nature of the
TMDL program, WEF, in cooperation
with the Pacific Northwest Clean
Water Association (Caldwell, Idaho), is
sponsoring the TMDL 2007 conference. Supporting organizations include
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (Washington, D.C.), the
Association of State and Interstate
Water Pollution Control Agencies
(Washington, D.C.), the Society of
Environmental Toxicology and
Chemistry in North America
(Pensacola, Fla.), and the Water
Environment Research Foundation
(Alexandria, Va.).
The conference will be held June
24–27, 2007, at the Meydenbauer
Convention Center in Bellevue, Wash.
The abstract submittal deadline is July
17, 2006.
TMDL 2007 will be an opportunity for environmental professionals to
discuss technical requirements for
developing TMDLs; to learn about
new research, such as model development and advancements in water quality monitoring; to hear from stakeholders with different perspectives and
positions on TMDL issues; and to discuss regulatory and policy issues.
TMDL 2007 will include podium
presentations, panel discussions, and
workshops on the following topics:
• Pollutant-specific TMDLs:
Monitoring, modeling, and TMDL
implementation for nutrients, sediment, bacteria, mercury, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), dioxins,
4
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temperature, organic enrichment,
pH, habitat and flow alterations,
biological/benthic indicators, multiple stressors, and others.
• Water quality standards:
Development of site-specific criteria, refining site-specific uses, listing
methodology and integrated reporting, use attainability analysis, interpretation of noncompliance with
standards, and narrative standards.
• Modeling: Data needs for modeling, model uncertainty, model calibration and verification, model
design and selection, and other
modeling issues that are not pollutant-specific.
• Wet weather and nonpoint source
issues: Urban and agricultural best
management practices, measuring
and estimating wet weather pollutant loads, agricultural and urban
runoff characterization, and related

issues that are not pollutant-specific.
• Stakeholder involvement and public
participation: Public participation
and outreach tools, conflict resolution, including nonpoint source
stakeholders, third-party TMDLs,
and the influence of stakeholders on
allocation and implementation.
• Regulatory, policy, and implementation issues: Adaptive implementation and phased TMDLs, wastewater and stormwater permitting
issues, water quality trading, regulatory flexibility, and interjurisdictional TMDLs.
To submit an abstract online, visit
www.wef.org and choose “Specialty
Conferences” from the Conferences
and Training menu. For more information, send an e-mail to tmdl07@
wef.org.

WEF and EPA Office of Water Offer
Pretreatment Training

T

he Water Environment Federation
(WEF; Alexandria, Va.) and the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Water are offering introductory/intermediate and intermediate/
advanced courses in industrial wastewater pretreatment. The courses will
be held July 11–14 at the Marriott Salt
Lake City Center, in Utah.
The introductory/intermediate
course will provide an introduction to
pretreatment program requirements. It
also will cover control of industrial discharge, with a focus on permit development and issuance. This course will
be held July 11–13.
The intermediate/advanced course
will cover control of industrial discharge, with a focus on permit development and issuance. It also will focus
on the development and application of

pretreatment standards, especially
regarding local limits. That course will
be held July 12–14.
The preregistration deadline for
both courses is June 26. Registration
includes 3 days of lectures, all course
materials, and a continental breakfast
and box lunch each day. It is essential
that each participant bring a calculator
to the courses. Advance registration is
$390 for WEF members and $450 for
nonmembers. Onsite registration is
$420 for WEF members and $495 for
nonmembers.
Those interested in attending
should choose the course that best
suits their needs and experience. If you
have questions about the courses, contact Lara Hughes at lhughes@wef.org
or (703) 684-2442.

Register Now for Operations Challenge at WEFTEC®.06

R

egistration is now open for the 19th
Annual Operations Challenge competition, to be held at WEFTEC®.06 in
Dallas. Since 1988, teams representing
Water Environment Federation (Alexandria, Va.) member associations have
come together each October to compete
in the Operations Challenge competition.
Operations Challenge showcases the
skills of wastewater collection and treatment personnel. Featured at each
WEFTEC, the event started with 22
teams and one division, and has since
grown to a 40–team, two–division
format.
Registration forms can be found
online at www.weftec.org or by requesting a form from opschallenge@wef.org.

This year’s demonstration of excellence
in wastewater operations will feature a
new collections event.
Additionally, Trophy Coordinator
Dale Burrow needs volunteers to create
trophies for the Safety, Maintenance,
Laboratory, and Collections events. Be
part of a continuing tradition by making
trophies for Operations Challenge.
Combine your creative and professional
skills by designing and assembling these
awards that acknowledge innovations in
wastewater operations.
For more information contact Burrow
at (972) 263-2251, or Steve Harrison at
(703) 684-2400, ext. 7715 or sharrison@
wef.org.
Oscar Einzig

water environment federation | 2006 Conference Series

COLLECTION
SYSTEMS
2006
Infrastructure Stewardship:
Partnering for a Sustainable Future
CONFERENCE TOPICS
3
3
3
3
3

Great Lakes Issues: Regional Concerns
Wet Weather Control Technologies: How to
Address CSO/SSO/Stormwater Concerns
System Operation and Maintenance:
How to Maintain the Necessary Controls
Workforce: Maintaining Stability and
Quality in a Changing Environment
Public Engagement: How to Get and Keep
the Customers on Your Side

For more information and to register online, please visit
www.wef.org and go to “Conferences and Training”

August 6 – 9, 2006
Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center
Detroit, Michigan USA

This conference and exhibition is held in cooperation
with the Michigan Water Environment Association (MWEA).
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A page from the Water Stories Web
site.
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implementation strategies for each.
John Oldfield’s Community-Based
Approaches to Water and Sanitation
reviews small-scale and rural water and
sanitation projects, and highlights best,
worst, and breakthrough practices in
the sector, drawn from his interviews
with leading water sector NonGovernmental Organizations (NGOs).
Low-Cost Sanitation by Alicia Hope
Herron examines whether low-cost
sanitation options like pit latrines,
dehydration systems, pour-flush
latrines, aquaprivies, and septic tanks
are cost-effective, sustainable, and likely to be accepted by users.
J. Carl Ganter’s piece, Navigating
the Mainstream: The Challenge of
Making Water Issues Matter, argues that
forming a movement to address the
global freshwater crisis requires a new
paradigm for social change — one that
recognizes the needs and unites the
strengths of citizens, leaders, NGOs,
and especially the news media.
The Navigating Peace: Forging New
Water Partnerships initiative, launched
by the Environmental Change and
Security Program and funded by the
Carnegie Corporation of New York,
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Water Stories Web Site Provides Documentaries continued from page 1

brings together experts and
practitioners to generate
fresh thinking on critical
water problems.
Visit Water Stories at
www.wilsoncenter.org/
waterstories.
A Web page from the Water Stories site.

Value of NBP EMS Program continued from page 2
universities, the farming community,
and environmental organizations,” said
Ken Kirk, executive director of
NACWA, at the conference’s opening
ceremony. “This program has matured
into an award-winning biosolids management program that can help every
manager here today improve some
aspect of their biosolids operations.
This is the program that will help utilities and managers prepare their
biosolids programs for the future.”
What started out as a concept many
years ago is now a reality with 11 certified agencies, 88 participating agencies,
and funding from Congress — a truly
national program. Canada, the United
Kingdom, Australia, and New Zealand
6
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are also developing similar programs.
Kirk also commented that having an
EMS “is no guarantee that your
biosolids program will be forever trouble-free, but you will find that having
the best program possible, based on
continual improvement, will help the
public understand and applaud highquality management practices. Whatever your needs, you can be certain that
the National Biosolids Partnership will
be leading the wastewater profession
into the future with the biosolids EMS
program,” he said.
In a session devoted to EMS, presentations were made by NBP participating EMS agencies, including talks by
Dave Taylor (Madison, Wis.), Jack

Thornsberry (Butler County, Ohio),
Mitch Costanzo (Denver, Colo.), Jon
Shaver of KEMA, an NBP-certified
audit firm, and Thomas Boerth of
RENDA Environmental, a contractor
working with Fort Worth, Texas. The
NBP also hosted an EMS Recognition
Breakfast for its 40 program participants on March 13.
Sam Hadeed is the NBP communications director at the Water Environment
Federation. Lori Stone is the EMS program manager for the National Biosolids
Partnership.

Report Assesses Damage to Utilities

W

astewater utilities damaged by
Hurricane Katrina will need
approximately $163 million during the
next 5 years to offset lost revenues from
reduced populations and to remain
financially stable. In addition, it will cost
$1.2 billion to repair and rebuild treatment and collection systems, according
to the report Assessment of Reconstruction
Costs and Debt Management for Wastewater Utilities Affected by Hurricane
Katrina. The report was released on
April 25 by the Water Environment
Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) in
collaboration with Black & Veatch
(Overland Park, Kan.).
The report estimates that about
445,000 people lost their homes to storm
surge damage and surge-affected cities
lost 25% to 80% of their populations.
“Water and wastewater utilities are

the most capital intensive of all utilities,”
said Eileen O’Neill, WEF’s chief technical officer. “Utilities in areas subject to
long-term population reductions will
likely need financial subsidies beyond
currently available grants and loans if
they are to maintain the facilities essential to public health protection.”
The report includes an assessment of
the damage on plant infrastructure
wrought by the hurricane, an estimate of
the lost revenues from displaced populations, and recommendations for federal,
state, and local governments, as well as
utilities and the wastewater and financial
sectors to aid recovery and planning for
future disasters.
“The study originated from a general
lack of attention paid to wastewater systems in the response to and recovery
from this enormous natural disaster,”

said Jim Clark, vice president of Black &
Veatch and a principal investigator for
the report. “Although these services are
critical for public health and the environment, they are often overlooked. Our
goal was to produce a high-level cost
assessment that can be used as a basis for
assessing the need for reconstruction
funding and financial support.”
— Steve Spicer
For more information on the report,
see the July issue of WE&T, or www.
wef.org/ScienceTechnologyResources/
Publication/WET/.

www.weftec.org
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