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EMS Training
Workshop Held
in Alexandria,
Virginia

M

ORE THAN FORTY REpresentatives from 18
new National Biosolids
Partnership (NBP) demonstration
agencies braved the Washington-area’s
first winter storm, to attend an (EMS)
training workshop in Alexandria, Va.
on Dec. 4-6, 2002. Each agency, with
the assistance of NBP contractors, had
previously completed an EMS assessment of its biosolids program. The
workshop was designed to have
agencies discuss and review issues
related to the implementation of
their programs.
The purpose of the training was
to provide an overview of the EMS
development process over the next
12 to 18 months. Several elements of
the NBP EMS were addressed, including establishing a biosolids policy,
goals and objectives, critical control
points, operational controls, legal and
other requirements, roles and responsibilities/training, documentation and
document control, and public participation and communication. Participants also were given an overview of
the NBP Manual of Good Practice
and its use in helping implement
the EMS.
Presenter Chris Peot, biosolids
manager at the Washington Area
Sanitation Authority, shared his
experiences with developing his
agency’s EMS program. Peot’s agency
is among the 27 charter agencies.
Several NBP demonstration agencies
are expected to undergo an independent, third-party audit of their EMS
programs over the next several
months. A follow-up workshop is
planned for these new agencies in
spring 2003.
For more information on the NBP
EMS for biosolids programs, visit
www.biosolids.org. Contact Sam
Hadeed at shadeed@wef.org or
1-703-684-2418.
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New Voyage for Aqua Venturer

™

Federation Launches New Web Site Based Upon the Popular CD-ROM

B

UILDING ON THE SUCCESS
of its popular Aqua Venturer™
CD-ROM, the Water Environment Federation (WEF) has launched
www.aquaventurer.org, an interactive
Web site modified from the cuttingedge CD-ROM first released at
WEFTEC 2000 in Anaheim, Calif.
Reflecting WEF’s commitment
to education, the new Web site is
an easily accessible resource. It shows
the vital role water quality professionals play in protecting public health
and the environment. More specifically, Aqua Venturer™ draws attention to some of the more pressing
matters that face the water/wastewater profession today, such as the
important issue of infrastructure
funding. Noted WEF President
Robert McMillon, “as the leading
educational organization for drinking

water and wastewater professionals,
agencies, and companies, the Federation should take a leadership role
in this effort.”

Designed for kids of all ages,
the Web site tells the story of water,
its treatment and use throughout
history, and its vital importance to
life on earth. An interactive timeline
provides historical background to
show the necessity of the water
and wastewater profession to
successful societies. Used with a
new teachers guide (also on the
Web), www.aquaventurer.com
gives educators the opportunity to
bring this innovative tool into the
classroom with just a click of the
mouse. For more information,
visit www.aquaventurer. com.
To order the CD-ROM teachers
guide, visit our online bookstore
at www.wef.org, or call 1-800666-0206 or +1-703-684-2452,
e-mail pubs@wef.org or fax
+1-703-684-2492.

WEF Takes Lead in Training POTWs
on Wastewater Security Issues

W

ORKING TOGETHER
with several of its partners,
the Water Environment
Federation (WEF) is providing publicly owned treatment works (POTWs)
with the tools necessary to meet
the new security challenges facing
the world.
Through a grant from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), the Federation hosted six
wastewater security training workshops between March and May 2002
and currently is conducting a second,
more detailed round of training that
will continue well into 2003. The
purpose of the preliminary set of
security workshops, or “Phase I,” was
to help POTW managers and operators to put the issue of water and
wastewater security into perspective,

including emergency
response and recovery,
identifying and prioritizing immediate
security concerns for
their utilities and
understanding what is
likely to constitute an
appropriate security
program for their
situation.
In addition, the
preliminary wastewater security sessions
Working in teams, representatives of POTWs work through
were designed to help
exercises on developing assessments at a recent WEF security
POTW operators
training session.
implement low-cost/
and understand how these might be
high-benefit security measures, locate
useful to longer-term security planning
appropriate guidance and adapt model
and resource allocation. Nearly 600
procedures for their situation, and be
aware of emerging tools and resources
continued on page 6

Upcoming
W E F E V E N T S
For more information, call 1(800)666-0206
(from the U.S. and Canada) or 1(703)6842452 (elsewhere in the world), fax
1(703)684-2492, or e-mail confinfo@
wef.org. For instant information via
Fax-on-Demand (FOD), call 1(800)4442933 or 1(703)684-2401 and reference the
FOD number listed below. For a list
of all documents, press the “star” key.

CONFERENCES
WEF/AWWA/CWEA
Joint Residuals and Biosolids
Management Conference
Partnering for a Safe,
Sustainable Environment
Feb. 19–22, 2003
Baltimore, Md., USA
FOD #6000
FOG/cMOM Combined
3-Day Workshop
April 14–16, 2003
Sheraton Waikiki
Honolulu, Hawaii
New workshops are being added.
Please check the events schedule
at www.wef.org

2003 Wastewater Security
Training Workshops
Boston, Mass.
Jan. 29–31, 2003
Cincinnati, Ohio
Feb. 12–14, 2003
Washington, D.C.
March 5–7, 2003
Denver, Colo.
March 20–22, 2003
Atlanta, Ga.
April 2–4, 2003
Dallas, Tex.
April 17–19, 2003
Kansas City, Mo.
April 30–May 2, 2003
Seattle, Wash.
May 14–16, 2003

WEF: 75 and Still Growing

A

S WE CELEBRATE OUR
understand why we would want to
75th year of service, I thought change our name. After all, the Federait would be interesting to
tion was recognized as one of the leadwalk down a timeline of WEF history,
ing environmental organizations in
enjoying a look back on our accomthe world. I think we understood
plishments as we head into the future
when we began arriving for our annual
with our mission firmly in hand.
state conference at the Galvez Hotel
We begin on Aug. 16, 1928 when
in Galveston, Texas. The Galvez had
seven Member Associations (MAs;
a very large sign in front that read
411 members) joined together to
“Welcome Texas Water Pollution.”
form the Federation of Sewage Works
We all then realized it was time to acAssociation (FSWA).
cept the name change.
By 1930, FSWA had
One of our greatgrown to 13 MAs
est strengths is our
and 1220 members.
publications. The
The first office
Journal was first
was established in
published as a quar1941 in Illinois.
terly publication in
William Wisely was
1928. In 1932, it
the first executive
became a bimonthly
director. The
publication and
Association had
became a monthly
grown to 2819
publication in 1950.
members and 24
The first MOP was
MAs. Included in
published in 1944.
that number were
We have participated
four international
in the publication of
MAs with 276
Standard Methods
members. The
since 1947. Today
annual budget was
our publications are
$25,000. In 1955,
recognized as the
From the
the Association
top source of water
moved its headquality information
P R E S I D E N T
quarters to Washaround the world.
ington, D.C., and Ralph Furman
We are now entering into the computer
became the second Executive Director age with Web-based publishing.
in 1956. The Association now had 38
One of our greatest accomplishments
MAs and more than 5000 members.
was the establishment of the Water EnviIn 1960, the Association changed its
ronment Research Foundation (WERF)
name to the Water Pollution Control
in 1989. Now in its second decade of
Association.
sponsoring research on water quality
In 1964, the office moved to
and technology, it has a research port2900 Wisconsin Avenue and Robert
folio valued at nearly $60 million and
Canham became the third executive
has more than 200 completed and
director. Because of the growth of the
ongoing research projects.
organization, the Association reloBill Bertera became our fifth execucated to 2626 Pennsylvania Ave.
tive director in 2001 and under his
The Federation now had more than
leadership the Federation is becoming
17,000 members and 58 MAs. Of
a very nimble organization that can and
the 58, twenty were international
does react to rapidly changing times.
with more than 1100 members.
For example, after the tragic events of
In 1986, Quincalee Brown became
Sept. 11, 2001, the U.S. Environmental
the organization’s fourth executive
Protection Agency turned to the Federadirector and moved the Federation
tion for help in protecting our water
into its new home and present locaand wastewater facilities. We quickly
tion at 601 Wythe St. in Alexandria,
responded by producing and conductVa. In the late 1980s, a task force was
ing a series of security workshops.
formed to study changing the name
We currently are working closely
again. It was a very hot topic at the
with EPA on several other projects.
Regional and MA meetings and at
Armed with a new strategic plan
the annual conference.
that is based on our recent membership
I recall my own Texas MA was
survey, a highly energized and focused
evenly divided on the subject. Many
staff, and a supportive Board and
long-time members just could not
Executive committee, our future looks

2003 WEF/APWA
Webcasts
March 26, 2003
(Check www.apwa.net/Education/
CLL/ for further details)
For information on the
entire program, contact WEF
at 1-703-684-2400, ext. 7090, or
send e-mail to securityreg@wef.org
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Check www.wef.org on
Wednesdays and Fridays
for the latest in
water quality news.

very bright. Several task forces that
were established last year are making
great progress.
The International Coordinating
Committee has identified several key
areas where WEF can better interact
with our global members. The committee structure task force is actively
seeking input from committee members on ways to improve their efficiency and effectiveness by tying
their efforts and results to the strategic plan. The Long-Range Planning
Committee is developing a strategy
for evaluating WEF’s governance
structure and will be presenting it to
the Executive Committee in February.
I will provide updates on the progress
of our Task Force in future articles.
WEF began in 1928 with 411
members. Today we are recognized
as the leading water and wastewater
environmental organization in the
world. I am proud to be part of this
great organization.

Robert J. McMillon
WEF President, 2002–2003
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A YEAR I N REVIEW

The Water Environment Federation (WEF)
endured a few challenges and enjoyed many
successes in 2002 — particularly achievements that brought value to WEF members
and helped them in their continuing work
on behalf of water quality. As has become
a WEF Highlights tradition, let’s use this
opportunity to look back on 2002 and
the Federation’s efforts to meet member
needs through programs that preserve and
enhance the global water environment.

CONFERENCE PROGRAMS

W

EF SPECIALTY CONFERENCES CONTINUED TO PROVIDE
educational opportunities for water quality professionals and
received high ratings from attendees. In 2002, the Federation
sponsored nine specialty conferences on subjects ranging from utility management to the science and policy of TMDLs, drawing approximately 2500 total
attendees. The WEFTEC technical program also enjoyed success with more
than 24 technical workshops and 89 technical sessions. Sessions on collection
systems, utility management, and government affairs were among the most
popular. In addition, the hot topic workshops continued to be a popular draw
with more than 1000 attendees. Workshops on topics such as cMOM, GIS,
and fats, oils, and grease were among the most highly attended and will continue in 2003, with new workshops added. To date, a total of seven specialty
conferences are planned for 2003.

GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Hosting a record 18,740, the WEFTEC 2002 exhibit floor encompassed two floors
and was a busy, bustling place of networking and commerce.

W

EXHIBITIONS

EF REMAINED ACTIVE
on the public policy front
during this past year. The
Washington Briefing, organized by
the Government Affairs Committee,
focused on innovations in water quality
and included speakers from the Bush
administration, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and congressional representatives. Topics included environmental management
systems, water infrastructure and
security, emerging contaminants, and
Maryland’s Smart
Growth program.
The Legislative
Affairs Program
was actively
involved in
discussions
on wastewater
infrastructure
funding and
security legislation and tracked
appropriations
bills of imporGov. Christine Todd
tance to WEF
Whitman speaks at
members.
WEFTEC 2002.
The Committee’s regulatory work groups provided feedback and assistance to EPA
on regulations, guidance, and strategies covering water quality standards,
biosolids, water quality trading, and
permit requirements for municipal
wastewater treatment during wet
weather conditions. WEF also continued its involvement in the develop-

ment of national sanitary sewer
overflow regulations and regulations
governing the total maximum daily
load (TMDL) process through
meetings and comments to EPA.
In addition, the Regulatory Affairs
Program took a lead role in cooperative projects involving EPA and the
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS),
including the National TMDL Science
and Policy Conference co-sponsored
by the Association for State and
Interstate Water Pollution Control
Administrators. WEF continued its
participation as a member of the
USGS National Water Quality
Assessment (NAWQA) Program
Liaison Committee to provide input
and feedback on the direction of the
NAWQA Program, which collects
data on water quality throughout
the country.
The Public Affairs Group helped
organize the Opening General
Session ceremonies at WEFTEC
2002, where U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator,
Christine Todd Whitman delivered
the keynote address. Whitman used
the forum to release the muchanticipated report, The Clean Water
and Drinking Water Infrastructure
Gap Analysis. If you are interested
in becoming a member of the Government Affairs Committee, please
submit the committee application
form on WEF’s Web site at
http://www.wef.org/pdffiles/
CommitteeApp02_form.pdf.

WEF — Your Voice on the Hill
Washington Briefing 2003
April 8–9 • Hotel Washington
For more information contact Jill Lane at jraynorlane@wef.org.

W

EFTEC CONTINUES TO BE THE WATER QUALITY EVENT.
With WEFTEC 2002’s record-breaking attendance of 18,704, 2002
proved to be a very successful year for the Exhibitions team. After
facing a downward spiral of show attendance that has plagued the trade show
industry since Sept. 11, 2001, the Exhibitions group met the challenge and
worked to make WEFTEC 2002 the most successful show at McCormick Place
(Chicago, Ill.) this year. Breaking several attendance records, securing 793
exhibitors, and renting 201,540 ft2 of floor space, the Exhibitions group
is already hard at work on WEFTEC 2003 in Los Angeles, Calif., with
hopes of matching or exceeding the success of 2002!

MARKETING AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

T

HE MARKETING & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT GROUP REmained hard at work in 2002. In addition to successful efforts to
publicize the Federation’s specialty conferences, workshops, and
annual conference, the bookstore continued to be a popular source of
educational materials for our members. A total of 11 new publications
and producs were published, more than doubling the new titles from 2001!
Sales efforts were reinforced, with a strong push into new markets through
the development of co-publishing and distribution programs with other
publishing houses, including McGraw-Hill and IWA Publishing. Look for
these textbooks as well as other new materials in 2003 by visiting our
online bookstore at www.wef.org.

JOURNALS AND BOOKS

T

HE JOURNALS AND BOOKS GROUP BUILT UPON THE FEDERAtion’s reputation for quality by developing new technical publications that
reflect WEF’s commitment of professional development and education.
In 2002, the following publications were completed:
•
•
•
•

Activated Sludge (Manual of Practice No. OM-9, 2nd Edition),
Basic Laboratory Procedures for Wastewater Examination (4th Edition)
The Chlorination/Dechlorination Handbook, and
Third Century of Biochemical Oxygen Demand.

Under the auspices of the Technical Practice Committee, new Task Forces were
established to update WEF’s Alternative Sewer Systems, Clarifier Design, Design
of Wastewater and Stormwater Pumping Stations, Instrumentation in Wastewater Treatment Facilities, and Pretreatment of Industrial Wastes manuals as well
as select chapters of Operation of Wastewater Treatment Plants (MOP11).
A Task Force was also established to develop a new manual of practice titled
Plant Manager’s Guide to Plant Upgrades.
And, at last, there will be a practical guide for students as WEF has completed
development of its first textbook, Wastewater Treatment Plant Guide, which will
be published in spring 2003.

January 2003
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MEMBERSHIP AND ASSOCIATION SERVICES

I

N 2002, WEF’S MEMBERSHIP AND ASSOCIATION SERVICES GROUP
concentrated on implementing new technology to provide enhanced member
ship service and benefits, and continued to work with Member Associations to
attract and involve students and new professionals. WEFTEC 2003 drew a record
367 students to programs that included a Student Design Competition, professional development sessions and opportunities to meet with WEF and Member
Association leaders, and leaders in the water environment industry.

WEF ON THE WEB

T

HE LAUNCH OF WEFTEC.ORG EARLIER THIS YEAR WAS A
great accomplishment for the Web Group. This new site, devoted
exclusively to WEFTEC, went live in early 2002, providing a streamlined, electronic way for users to register, make lodging arrangements, find
an exhibitor, or preview conference events. The purpose of weftec.org was to
create one source for all information and make the WEFTEC experience more
efficient for the more than 18,000 attendees and 800 exhibiting companies
who attend each year. The
success of weftec.org has
been monitored through
the number of user sessions
(just under 34,000 in September) and online registrants. During the peak
month of September, visitors spent an average of 9 minutes per visit. The
Exhibitor Directory was one of the most popular areas of the site. It provides
a marketing venue for exhibitors to communicate their product line while
allowing attendees to plan their walk of the show floor.

www.weftec.org

PUBLIC
EDUCATION

I

N 2002, WEF’S PUBLIC EDUCAtion program continued with its
mission to inspire young people to
enter the water/wastewater profession.
The first onsite U.S. National Competition for the Stockholm Junior Water
Prize (SJWP) was held in Dallas, Tex.
Co-sponsored by ITT Industries and
the Coca Cola Company, it was hosted
by the Water Environment Association
of Texas). Katherine Holt of Williamsburg, Va., was selected from a pool of
Katherine Holt (right) was awarded the
35 state winners to serve as the U.S.
2002 Stockholm Junior Water Prize by
representative in Stockholm. KathCrown Princess Victoria of Sweden (left)
erine prevailed over stiff competition
at an August 13 ceremony.
to win the 2002 International SJWP.
WEFTeach Chicago attracted 100 Chicago-area teachers in an intensive
day of hands-on training about water quality issues presented by more than
50 volunteer leaders. Other Public Education highlights in 2002 included:

• The release of a new communications
guide for water/water quality professionals,
Survival Guide: Public Communications
for Water Professionals.
• The launch of www.aquaventurer.org, a new
Web site based on the popular Aqua Venturer™ CD-ROM. An accompanying teachers
guide also was produced to make it easier
for teachers to bring this fun and educational
tool into the classroom. (For further details,
see cover story.)

W

EF WAS ALSO PLEASED WITH THE SUCCESS OF
www.wef.org, which was awarded the highest rating of
“exceptional” by Emerald Abstracts Civil Engineering Cool sites,
an indexed review of the best of the Web. The Web site was evaluated on five
key criteria, including style, structure, ease of use, quality of information, and
usefulness to the practitioner. In keeping with these criteria, the Web staff
continues to improve to the site, concentrating on its level of effectiveness
for WEF members and the public.
A 6-month re-navigation project,
involving WEF staff and public
feedback sought to make navigation
on www.wef.org increasingly user-friendly and streamline redundant areas.
The Web site is some people’s introduction to WEF, it is important to make
a positive first impression with easy-to-locate areas of interest and timely
content. The re-navigation involved emphasizing technical content, reducing buttons from 20 to 6, and streamlining content. So far, the the site has
generated positive feedback. The Web group is looking to continually
improve the site for effectiveness throughout 2003.

www.wef.org

SECURITY

I

N 2002, WEF TOOK THE LEAD IN
training publicly-owned treatment
works (POTWs) on wastewater
security issues. Through a grant from
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, the Federation hosted six wastewater security training workshops between March and May 2002 and currently
is conducting a second, more detailed round
of training that will continue well into 2003.
(For further details, see cover story.)

TECHNICAL EDUCATION & SERVICES

T

HE TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND SERVICES GROUP FOCUSED
on expanding WEF’s efforts to educate members and increase the public’s
understanding of the water and wastewater profession. The highly anticipated Phase I report of the EMS Integration project, Moving Toward Comprehensive Utility Management Systems, was released in September and received
positive response. For Operations Training, a new line of training materials
and certification study guides were developed to
keep members informed of the latest technology
and advancements. Two new certification study
guides released in 2002, WEF/ABC Wastewater
Operators Guide to Preparing for the Certification
Examination and Wastewater Collection System
Operator Certification Studybook, both sold out
of their first printing.
Online quizzes, another
innovative educational
feature, offered through
the skillsbuilder feature
of www.wef.org continued to be popular in
2002. More than
16,000 users have taken a quiz since the service
was launched in 2001. Test your knowledge for
free at www.wef.org/operationscentral/.
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WATER ENVIRONMENT
RESEARCH FOUNDATION

I

N 2002, U.S. EPA’S OFFICE OF WATER APPROVED FUNDING
for WERF research on securing the nation’s wastewater infrastructure
and public health. This cooperative research grant will provide $2.1
million for seven new projects in 2003. Projects will cover a range of
security-related issues, including protecting municipal assets and remote
operations and effectively communicating with the public. In addition,
WERF is working with UK Water Industry Research (UKWIR) on a
project that will address concerns raised by recent studies about the possible presence of endocrine disrupting compounds (EDCs) in biosolids.
The project, Endocrine Disruptors in Sewage Sludge, will develop methods
to analyze biosolids for various estrogenic compounds and will solidify
methods for extraction. The resulting methods will be used to explore the
degree to which EDCs survive in soil/biosolids mixtures under conditions
that represent those following land application. Keep up to date with the
latest WERF research at www.werf.org.

Water Environment Federation

Distinguished Honors and Awards

T

HE WATER ENVIRONMENT
Federation (WEF) Honors and
Awards provide an opportunity
to recognize individuals and organizations that have made outstanding
contributions to the water environment profession and to the Federation and its Member Associations.
Every year, members volunteer
thousands of hours to help achieve
WEF’s vision of preserving and enhancing the global environment. Do
you know of candidates who should
be acknowledged for their outstanding
contributions to the water environment profession? If so, please nominate these individuals.
The Federation Distinguished
Honors and Awards deadline is fast
approaching. The information listed
below, with the nomination deadline
in parentheses, will provide assistance
for selecting your nominations.
OUTSTANDING
PERSONAL SERVICE
Charles Alvin Emerson Medal for
Outstanding Service to the Wastewater
Collection & Treatment Industry
Presented annually to the individual
whose contributions to the wastewater
collection and treatment industry most
deserve recognition. (April 1)
Harry E. Schlenz Medal for
Achievement in Public Education
Presented annually to a non-member
individual who takes up the banner of
water environment public education
and presents it to the public in a
productive process. (April 1)
Richard S. Engelbrecht International
Development Service Award
Recognizes sustained and significant
contributions to the furtherance and
improvement of the activities of the
Water Environment Federation in the
international field. (April 1)
EXCELLENCE IN WATER
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT
Outstanding Achievement in Water
Quality Improvement Award
Presented annually to the water quality
improvement program that best demonstrates significant, lasting, and measurable excellence in water quality improvement or in prevention of water
quality degradation in a region, basin,
or waterbody. (April 1)
Industrial Water Quality
Achievement Award
Presented annually to a corporation
and, if applicable, to an engineering
firm that best demonstrates significant,
lasting, and measurable excellence in
water quality improvement or in the
prevention of water quality degradation
as demonstrated by innovative design
and operation of an industrial wastewa-

ter, pretreatment, or source prevention
program. (April 1)
INNOVATIVE FACILITY DESIGN
George J. Schroepfer Medal for
Innovative Wastewater Facility Design
Presented annually to an engineering
consultant, municipal engineer, or
industrial engineer who is a professional engineer in charge of the
design of facilities for the conveyance,
treatment, or disposal of wastewater
and/or treatment residues for demonstrated excellence in conceiving and
directing the design of a project to
achieve substantial cost savings or
economic benefit over other alternatives, while achieving environmental
objectives. This award may be presented to an individual, as well as
groups and organizations. (April 1)
SERVICE IN ENGINEERING
EDUCATION
Gordon Maskew Fair Medal
for Outstanding Service in
Engineering Education
Presented to an educator for worthy
accomplishments in the training and
development of future engineers.
(April 1)
SERVICE IN PUBLIC EDUCATION
Public Education Award
Recognizes Federation members
for significant accomplishments in
promoting awareness and understanding of water environment issues
among the public, through the development and implementation of public
education programs. Categories: 1)
Individual, 2) Member Association,
and 3) Other. (April 1)
PUBLISHED PAPERS
Harrison Prescott Eddy Medal for
Outstanding Contribution to Wastewater Principles/Processes Research
Awarded for research that makes a
vital contribution to the existing
knowledge of the fundamental principles or process of wastewater
treatment, as comprehensively described and published in a Federation
periodical. (All articles published in a
Federation periodical are eligible for
nomination).
George Bradley Gascoigne Medal for
Research in Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operational Improvement
Awarded to the author(s) of an article
that presents the solution of an
important and complicated operating
problem within a full-scale, manned
and operating wastewater treatment
plant. Articles must have been published in a Federation or MA periodical during the calendar year immediately before its consideration.
(April 1)

Willem Rudolfs Medal for Outstanding Accomplishments by an Industrial Waste Control Employee
Awarded to an industrial employee for
noteworthy accomplishments in any
aspect of industrial waste control. All
articles published in Federation periodicals are eligible for nomination.
(April 1)
Jack Edward McKee Medal for
Achievement in Groundwater
Protection, Restoration, or
Sustainable Use
This award honors professional
achievement in groundwater protection, restoration, or sustainable use.
All articles published in Federation
periodicals are eligible for nomination. (April 1)

SCHOLARSHIP
Canham Graduate Studies
Scholarship
This scholarship provides $2500 for
a post-baccalaureate student in the
water environment field. (March 1)
OUTSTANDING YOUNG WATER
ENVIRONMENT PROFESSIONAL
(New in 2003)
This award recognizes the contributions of young professionals in the
water environment field. This award
is presented annually to the young
professional whose contributions to
the wastewater collection and treatment industry most deserves recognition. (April 1)
MEMBER ASSOCIATION AWARDS
(New in 2003)

PROJECT AND PROFESSIONAL
EXCELLENCE
Philip F. Morgan Medal for Contributions to Solving Wastewater
Treatment Plant Operational
Problems
Awarded for valuable contributions
to the in-plant study and solution of
an operational problem. Awards are
given in two categories, 1) work
accomplished in plants serving more
than 5000 people, and 2) work
accomplished in plants serving less
than 5000 people. This award may be
presented to an individual as well as
groups or organizations. (April 1)
Thomas R. Camp Medal for
Basic Research Contributions
to Wastewater Applications
Awarded to a member who demonstrates a unique application of basic
research or fundamental principles
through the design or development of
a wastewater collection or treatment
system. (April 1)
Collection System Award
Presented to an individual for contributions to the advancement of the
state of the art of wastewater collection. (April 1)
Hazardous Waste
Management Award
Presented to an individual for his/her
efforts in promoting quality technical
and/or management performance in
activities and professionalism within
and on behalf of the field of hazardous waste management. (April 1)
SAFETY PROGRAMS
Member Association Safety Awards
recognize the success of safety programs in local wastewater works. The
purpose of the award is to stimulate
effective safety programs and encourage the collection of injury statistics
on a national basis. (April 1)

Outstanding Member Association
Award and Member Association
Achievement Award
The Member Association Awards were
established to recognize outstanding
Member Associations and Member
Associations that excel in areas of
membership retention, financial
strength, new memberships, scholarship programs, student achievement
and support, technology transfers,
and/or award programs. Nominations
are considered in two categories:
• Outstanding Member Association
The Outstanding Member Association
award will be presented to one MA
with achievements in multiple areas.
(April 1)
• The Member Association Achievement Award will be presented to one
MA with an outstanding achievement.
(April 1)
ASSOCIATE MEMBER AWARDS
Innovative Technology Awards
Presented to Associate Members
who have introduced new innovative
products or services related to the
construction, operation, or maintenance or water pollution control
facilities. This award is presented in
four categories: instrumentation,
process equipment, collection systems,
solid handling/disposal. (April 1)
For more information on the awards
program, please contact:
Carol Sadusky
Manager, Awards Program
Water Environment Federation
601 Wythe Street
Alexandria, VA 22314-1994
1-703-684-2477
E-mail: csadusky@wef.org
Or visit our Web site:
http://www.wef.org/
MembershipBenefits/
MembershipBenefits/awards99/
index.jhtml
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2002 PNCWA
Annual Conference

R

“

ECYCLE, REUSE, AND REDUCE — OUR ROLE IN THE WATER
Cycle” was the theme of the Pacific Northwest Clean Water Association’s
(PNCWA) 69th Annual Conference in Yakima, Wash., on Oct. 20–23,
2002, which delivered 32 training sessions with 99 speakers, tons of networking and fun for 370 attendees from eight states and British Columbia, and
46 vendors from 11 states.
Dr. Takashi Asano, winner of
the prestigious Stockholm Water
Prize, gave a keynote speech on the
future of wastewater reuse in water
resources management. Andrea
Higdon, the PNCWA contender
for the Stockholm Junior Water
Prize, was also present.
The Water Environment
Federation’s (WEF) Immediate
Past President Jim Clark, a longtime PNCWA member, gave a
moving overview of global water
resources and the dire need for
improved sanitation and protection WEF Director Bill Bertera, Dr. Takashi Asano,
Owen Boe and WEF President Jim Clark
of water sources. WEF Executive
with PNCWA Stockholm Junior Water Prize
Director Bill Bertera addressed
the WEF partnership with Member winner Andrea Higdon at the PNCWA
annual conference in Yakima, Washington.
Associations.
A pre-conference workshop, presented by Glen Daigger, David Jenkins,
and David Stensel, reviewed the latest information on nutrient removal. Reuse
was another workshop focus, featuring Bob Bastian, EPA ‘s senior scientist on
wastewater management and many reuse experts from the Pacific Northwest.
Special thanks to Conference Chair Larry Julius, Program Chair Matt
Noesen, and the multitude of volunteers who made this a special and memorable conference.

Security Issues
continued from page 1
water quality professionals all across
the country were trained during the
Phase I portion of the workshops. A
summary of the program and course
materials are available on the Web
at http://www.wef.org/publicinfo/
WEFsecurity.jhtml.

Phase II Security Training
Focuses on New Software Tool
Building on the success of the initial training, WEF, through a cooperative agreement with EPA, currently is
offering a series of training events to
help wastewater utilities of all sizes
evaluate and determine approaches
for reducing their vulnerability to
human-made threats and natural disasters. The sessions are designed for
wastewater treatment plant managers
and operators and are free to POTW
personnel or their designees.
From October 2002 to May 2003,
WEF is conducting twelve sessions
designed for large POTWs on how to
conduct a vulnerability assessment of

their plants and develop a security
plan. Additionally, WEF is sponsoring
a train-the-trainer session in each of
EPA’s ten regions to allow small and
medium-size utilities access to training via their state environmental
training centers, community colleges,
or other low-cost mediums.
Finally, WEF, in partnership with
the American Public Works Association (APWA), sponsored a Webcast
on November 20 on general wastewater security methodology. The
Web-cast was recorded and is
now available to download for free.
Check the WEF Web site for details.
A second webcast with APWA on
wastewater security case studies
will be broadcast March 26.
All components of Phase II training are free and based on the VSATTM
wastewater tool developed by the
Association of Metropolitan Sewerage
Agencies (AMSA) in collaboration
with PA Consulting and Scientech,
Inc. For more details on the WEF
training and registration information,
go to http://www.wef. org/publicinfo/
WEFsecurity.jhtml.

Is Your Security
Library Complete?
Perspectives on Water Infrastructure Security (CA1100HL)
Available via the WEF Online Bookstore at

www.wef.org
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WEF/AWWA/CWEA Joint
Residuals and Biosolids
Management Conference
and Exhibition
Partering for a Safe, Sustainable Environment!

T

HIS 4-DAY CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION, THE FIRST IN
WEF’s 2003 Specialty Conference Series and co-sponsored by the
American Water Works Association (AWWA) and the Chesapeake
Water Environment Association (CWEA), is being held Feb. 19–22, 2003,
at the Baltimore Marriott Waterfront Hotel, Baltimore, Md.
Participants will have the opportunity to design their own learning
experience by choosing from the 25 extensive technical sessions and
four conference workshops led by experts in the field. These educational
presentations will focus on critical and noteworthy topics, including comanagement of residuals and biosolids, land application, odor control,
emerging uses of water treatment plant residuals for phosphorous
control, process optimization, management of membrane sidestreams
and filter backwash, innovative approaches to enhancing biosolids
management, building support, and regulatory trends and effects.
A complete listing of the technical program can be found on
www.wef.org/conferences.
To complement the program, attendees can choose from five technical
tours, allowing for first-hand experience of the latest practices and techniques. Specific tour locations include: Back River Wastewater Treatment
Plant (Baltimore, Md.); the Baltimore Composting Facility (Baltimore,
Md.); the James T. Corbalis, Jr. Water Treatment Plant (Herndon, Va.);
the Metropolitan Wastewater Tour, which includes Blue Plains Wastewater
Treatment Plant (Washington, D.C.) and Alexandria Sanitation Authority,
Alexandria, Va.; and the Potomac Water Treatment Plant, Potomac, Md.
Designed to enhance participant’s learning experience, the leading
Residuals and Biosolids Management Exhibition in North America will
be open from Wednesday, Feb. 19 through Friday, Feb. 21. Manufacturers
and representatives will be on hand to show the latest technologies and
practices in the field.
For more information, visit www.wef.org/conferences; call WEF’s
Fax-on-Demand at: 1-800-444-2933 or +1-703-684-2401 and select
document # 6000 for conference information and document #6102 for
exhibiting information; e-mail: confinfo@wef.org, or call: 1-800-666-0206.

Sustainable Water Resource
Roundtable Holds Inaugural Meeting

T

HE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE SUSTAINABLE WATER
Resources Roundtable (SWRR) was held Dec. 10–11, 2002, in Alexandria, Va. This roundtable is the fourth multi-stakeholder resource
roundtable to be established — the others being Forests, Rangelands, and
Minerals and Energy. Each roundtable designs criteria for indicators and, over
a period of time, indicators themselves. Participants working on these criteria
and indicators agree that those decided on reflect important aspects and trends
of the resource. With respect to water, participants in SWRR expect work to
focus on a wide range of supply, usage, and quality topics.
Participants in the December meeting included representatives from federal
agencies, several states, the corporate sector, and environmental organizations.
At the meeting, participants developed a clear consensus that decision-making
from the national level to the individual level would be well supported by better
information on water. It was agreed this would come best in the form of indicators that summarize information and make it readily understandable to the
layman. SWRR attendees also discussed research on water information and
issues. Paul Freedman, Limno-Tech, participated on behalf of WEF as did
WEF’s former executive deputy director, Al Gray. Al Gray also serves as
SWRR’s interim co-chair.

WHAT’S NEW?
Send your water quality-related news to Allison Torres
at atorres@wef.org or fax to 1-703-684-2492.

2003 WEF
Exchange
Meetings

E

Stock photo of Phoenix, AZ

More than 400 attendees gathered in Phoenix, Ariz. at the National TMDL Science
and Policy Conference in November 2002.

TMDL Conference
Draws 400 Attendees

T

March 27–29, 2003
Pennsylvania Water
Environment Association
The Wyndham Garden Hotel
Harrisburg, Pa.

Over 18,000
attendees
can’t be wrong
WEF
76th Annual Technical Exhibition and Conference

.03

The Water Quality Event

LOS ANGELES
October 11–15, 2003
Los Angeles Convention Center
Los Angeles, California U.S.A.

For more information
Online www.weftec.org
E-mail confinfo@wef.org
Phone 1-800-666-0206
or 1-703-684-2452

Call contact for more information.

XCHANGE MEETINGS PROvide the perfect opportunity for
WEF and MA leaders to discuss
issues affecting WEF and its Member
Associations and communicate ideas
and experiences. These meetings also
represent social time to foster relationships to ensure continued success.
Many Federation programs have
found their origins in ideas discussed
and presented at exchange meetings.
Below are the WEF Exchange Meetings scheduled for 2003:
March 6–8, 2003
Arkansas Water Environment
Association
The Peabody Little Rock
Little Rock, Ark.

HE NATIONAL TMDL SCIENCE AND POLICY CONFERENCE HELD
Nov. 13–16 in Phoenix, Ariz., attracted over 400 attendees. Building
on the success of the 2001 TMDL Science Issues Conference, this conference brought together several hundred environmental experts to exchange
information on challenging issues related to the TMDL process. The conference
included 20 technical sessions that covered modeling, emerging regulatory
issues, nonpoint source loads and controls, water quality standards, and more.
The conference was co-chaired by the Water Environment Federation and the
Association of State and Interstate Water Pollution Control Administrators
(ASIWPCA), with support from the Advisory Committee on Water Information,
EPA, USGS, and USDA. Paul Freedman, Limno-Tech Inc., and Alan Vicory,
Ohio River Valley Water Sanitary Commission (ORSANCO), co-chaired the
Conference Committee.
The conference began with an opening keynote by Chuck Sutfin, director of
the Assessment and Watershed Protection Division at the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). On Dec. 27, EPA proposed to withdraw the July 2000
final rule that revised regulations governing the TMDL program. The agency is
still working on the watershed rule, which will be the Agency’s second attempt
to revise the TMDL program regulations.
Recognizing its importance and the continually evolving nature of the TMDL
program, the Water Environment Federation is sponsoring the TMDL 2003
specialty conference Nov. 16–18 in Chicago, Ill. A Call for Abstracts is available
at www.wef.org/conferences. If you are interested in being a member of the
TMDL 2003 Conference Committee, please send your complete contact information to Sharon Thomas at sthomas@wef.org or call 1-703-684-2423.

Member Association
C A L E N D A R

April 24–26, 2003
Michigan Water Environment
Association
The Dearborn Inn
Dearborn, Mich.
May 1–3, 2003
South Dakota Water
Environment Association
The Spearfish Canyon Resort
Spearfish, S.D.
May 15–17, 2003
British Columbia Water
and Waste Association
The Hampton Inn & Suites
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
For more information, visit
www.wef.org.

Missed
WEFTEC
2002?
No need to worry.
Get caught up to speed
with a copy of the
WEFTEC 2003
Conference Proceedings
on CD-ROM
(CD0200HL)
Available via the
WEF Online Bookstore
at

www.wef.org

Feb. 10–13
New York Water
Environment Association
New York City
Maggie Hoose
1-315-422-7811, ext. 1
mah@nywea.org
March 2–6
Texas Water
Utilities Association
College Station, Texas
1-888-367-8982
http://www.twua.org
March 11–13
Illinois Water
Environment Association
Rockford, Ill.
Herb Anderson
1-630-293-2261
IlliniHerb@aol.com
March 19–21
Nevada Water
Environment Association
Reno, Nev.
Eric Leveque
1-702-792-3711
eleveque@carollo.com

New Life Members
Please join WEF in congratulating
the following individuals who have
attained the outstanding achievement
of Life Membership:
Member/MA

Join Date

Joseph Franzmathes
FQWA

1962

William Pinkerton
WEA of Ontario

1962

John O’Malia
Michigan WEA

1963

Aziz Samra
Kansas WEA

1964

Robert Bates
Georgia WEA

1965

George Krupa
New York WEA

1965

Glenn Pratt
Indiana WEA

1965

Ronald Bonar
Indiana WEA

1966

Lamont Curtis
Virginia WEA

1966

William Eberhardt
Pennsylvania WEA

1966

Martin Fogarty
New York WEA

1966

Frank Stratton
California WEA

1966

John Sweitzer
Georgia WEA

1966
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News from the Water Environment
R E S E A R C H

New Products Available
WERF recently produced several new
products that offer the latest information in all major areas of water quality
research.

Collection and Treatment
Application and Optimization of
the Galvano-Coagulator Process to
Heavy Metal Waste Streams (Stock
No. 00CTS15ET) — Originally developed by the Soviet Union in the 1980s,
the galvano-coagulator was found
effective at reducing hexavalent
chromium without the elaborate
technology and expensive chemicals
required of conventional chrome
reduction methods.
Assessment of Technologies for Screening, Floatable Control, and Screenings
Handling (Stock No. 00CTS4) —
Utilities, consulting firms, and others
involved in the design and operation
of screening, floatables control, and
screenings handling systems all stand
to benefit from this thorough and
unbiased assessment of current and
emerging technologies.

Enhancing Biodegradability of
Refractory Aromatics in Wastewater:
Pretreatment with Elemental Iron
(Stock No. 98CTS3UR) — Develops
a cost-effective pretreatment process
to enhance the biodegradability of
refractory aromatics in subsequent
conventional activated sludge
processes.
Membrane Technology: Feasibility
of Solid–Liquid Separation in
Wastewater Treatment — CD-ROM
(Stock No. 00CTS8) — Allows users
to evaluate the use of membranes for
specific treatment applications. It’s
available online free to subscribers
at www.werf.org/products/
membranetool/home.
Research Priorities for Successful
Asset Management: A Workshop
(Stock No. 01CTS22) — Workshop
attendees prioritized research project
concepts related to the successful
development and implementation of
asset management approaches.

WEF
M A R K E T P L A C E

Latest Addition to WEF’s
Handbook Product Line
Handbook on Sediment Quality

S

EDIMENT SCIENCE REMAINS AN EVOLVING AREA, AND
much still must be learned before the management of contaminated
sediments becomes routine and accepted. This timely resource provides you with the knowledge and proposed solutions to identify, assess and
manage contaminated sediment. The presentation of conflicting viewpoints
enables readers to better comprehend the dilemma facing these sediments,
ultimately benefiting their regulations decision-making process.
Designed for environmental scientists and engineers dealing with water
quality and effluent discharge issues
in the water, wastewater, or industrial
treatment operations. Both highly
scientific and practically written, the
Handbook provides detailed discussion
of sediment geochemistry, toxicology,
and water quality interactions.
Handbook on Sediment Quality
(order no. P02105HL) is available to
WEF members for $69.95, non-members for $84.95, and WEF Student
Members for $34.98, plus postage,
handling, and applicable taxes.
To order, visit our Online Bookstore at www.wef.org. Or call WEF
at 1-800-666-0206 or +1-703-6842452, e-mail pubs@wef.org or fax
to +1-703-684-2492.

Need more practice preparing
for certification? Test your
knowledge with SkillsBuilder
at www.wef.org/skillstester/
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F O U N D AT I O N

Human Health
Chemical Frequency, Magnitude, and
Duration vs. Ecological Impact —
CD-ROM) (Stock No. 98HHE3) —
A roadmap-type implementation
guidance document and related
software help determine alternative
NPDES permit limits and enables
permittees and regulatory agencies
to readily understand and are
dynamic modeling for NPDES
permit development.
Evaluating Risks and Benefits of Soil
Amendments Used in Agriculture
(Stock No. 99PUM1) — This twoyear study evaluated the risks and
benefits, advantages and potential
disadvantages associated with the
use of a variety of soil amendments in
comparison with chemical fertilizers.
The report comes with a free 12page, color companion piece suitable
for distribution to stakeholders.
Overcoming Molecular Sample
Processing Limitations (Stock No.
00HHE2AC) — This three-part
volume covers important topics in
molecular sampling: new technology
platforms, quantitative polymerase
chain reaction, and fiber-optic
biosensors.
Characterizing the Forms, Solubility,
Bioavailabilities, and Mineralization
Rates of Phosphorous in Biosolids,
Commercial Fertilizers, and Animal
Manures (Phase I) (Stock No.
99PUM2T1) — Provides valuable
and timely information on phosphorus in biosolids and other nutrientrich products and soil matrices that
can be used to help develop workable
and environmentally sound nutrient
management plans.

Watersheds & Ecosystems
Evaluating Endocrine Disruption
in Receiving Waters: Screening for
Biomarkers (Stock No. 99ECO3) —
This report presents laboratory data
on biomarker formation associated
with estrogenic compounds in
wastewater effluents and species
sensitivity and variability.
Peer Review: Wet Weather Demonstration Project in Columbus,
Georgia (Stock No. 98WWR1P) —
Measures the health of the watershed and its reaction to wet weather
stresses. The project team assessed
control effectiveness and compliance
with water quality standards and
beneficial uses.
Development of a Water Quality
Model to Support Newport Bay,
Calif., TMDL (Stock No. 99ECO8UR)
— Develops a model-ing component
to a TMDL for fecal coliform.
Research Needs: Physical Effects
of Wet Weather Flows on Aquatic
Habitats (Stock No. 00WSM4) —
This report identifies and prioritizes

research relating the physical alteration of habitat by wet weather
discharges to ecosystem effects,
based on a comprehensive review
of the available literature.
Best Practices for the Treatment
of Wet Weather Wastewater Flows
(Stock No. 00CTS6) — This report describes the applicability of
common wet weather wastewater
treatment technologies to types of
flow and summarizes capital cost,
operation and maintenance requirements, and cost-effectiveness of
each technology.

Research Digests
WERF has introduced a new product:
Research Digests. These short reports
synthesize the full text of final research reports in a concise, easyto-read format with just the right
amount of technical information.
The following research digests
are now available:
Research Digest: Evaluating Risks
and Benefits of Soil Amendments
Used in Agriculture (Stock No.
99PUM1RD) — Provides a concise,
easy-to-understand summary of
a critical report on the risks and
benefits of soil amendments. This
color publication is ideally suited to
potential end-users and other stakeholders and comes free when subscribers order the full report (Stock
No. 99PUM1) or can be ordered as
a separate document.
Research Digest: Field Validation of
Biokinetic Coefficients for Degradation of Organic Compounds (Stock
No. 98CTS3RD) — The first intensive field demonstration of the extant
respirometric procedure to measure
biological breakdown of synthetic
and naturally occurring organic
compounds in wastewater treatment plants.
Research Digest: Toxicity Screening
of Influents Using Bioluminescent
Reporter Technology (Stock No.
98CTS6RD) — Researchers developed
two protocols (batch and continuous)
for online screening of wastewater
treatment plant influent for toxicity
based on a genetically engineered
bioluminescent bacterium (Shk1).
WERF subscribers are entitled to one
complimentary copy of all products
by calling 1-703-684-2470. Additional copies are available at $10 each.
Reports on CD-ROM are available
for $15 each. Or visit our Web site
at www.werf.org and click on the
“Product Catalog” link.
Non-subscribers may be able to order
WERF publications through WEF
(www.wef.org) or IWA Publishing
(www.iwapublishing.co.uk). For
details, visit www.werf.org and click
on the “Product Catalog” link.

