SEWER SOCIOLOGY

Fun and games
Kevin L. Enfinger and Patrick L. Stevens
~

sew´·er so·ci·ol´o·gy, the science of
society, social institutions, and social
relationships viewed through the eyes of a
sewer; specifically, the systematic study of
the development, structure, interaction, and
collective sewer use of organized groups of
human beings.
Most sewer flows are characterized by
repeatable diurnal patterns that vary
across weekdays, weekends, and holidays.
Differences in land use also are apparent,
and distractions and disruptions of daily life
often can be observed.

T

his month we take a look at the
hustle and bustle of a hotel and
casino as seen through the eyes
of a sewer.
When most of us think of casinos, we
think of Las Vegas or Atlantic City, N.J.,
but there are many other casinos thriving

72

and Sunday mornings just prior to the 11
around the United States. The Hard Rock
a.m. checkout time.
Hotel and Casino located near Tulsa, Okla.,
is one example and includes a hotel with
Kevin L. Enfinger is a region engineer, and
more than 300 rooms, a casino with about
Patrick L. Stevens is vice president of en2000 electronic games, a theater, and
gineering at ADS Environmental Services, a
various restaurants and bars.
division of ADS LLC (Huntsville, Ala.).
The figure shows a composite hydrograph
of sewer use from
this facility. Weekdays
Sewer use at hotel and casino
(Mondays through
Thursdays) are shown in
green, Fridays are shown
in purple, Saturdays are
shown in light blue, and
Sundays are shown in
dark blue.
The casino never
closes, but Friday and
Saturday nights are
the busiest by far. Late
nights often lead to late
mornings, as confirmed
by the flow increase
that occurs on Saturday
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