SEWER SOCIOLOGY
~ ¯ ¯
sew´·er so·ci·ol´o·gy,
the science of society, social institutions, and social relationships viewed through the eyes of a sewer;
specifically the systematic study of the development, structure, interaction, and collective sewer use of organized groups of
human beings.

Flushing in the New Year (Twice)
Kevin L. Enfinger and Patrick L. Stevens

M

Composite hydrographs of flow-monitor data from
a residential area in Hong Kong are shown in the figure
(below). New Year’s Day and the Chinese New Year are
shown in red on their respective graphs. Weekdays are
shown in green, Saturdays are shown in light blue, and
Sundays are shown in dark blue. The Chinese New Year is

ost sewer flows are characterized by repeatable
diurnal patterns that vary across weekdays, weekends, and holidays. Differences in land use also are
apparent, and distractions and disruptions of daily life can often
be observed. This month,
we travel overseas and New Year's Holidays in Hong Kong
celebrate the New Year
(twice) in Hong Kong.
In addition to celebrating New Year’s Day
on Jan. 1, residents of
Hong Kong also celebrate the Chinese New
Year — a holiday that
occurs on the first day
of the first moon of the
Chinese calendar.
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considered one of the most important
of the traditional Chinese holidays, a
fact supported by its more distinctive
change in sewer-use data than New
Year’s Day.
Also of note, Hong Kong businesses
operate on a 6-day work week, but
some employers provide Saturday off
as well. The composite hydrographs
reveal this by how the flows peak earliest in the morning on weekdays, later
on Saturday, and later still on Sunday.
If you have flow-monitor data from
other international venues that you
would like to share with the Sewer
Sociology community, we would love
to hear from you. Please contact us at
magazine@wef.org and include Sewer
Sociology in the subject line.
Kevin L. Enfinger is senior project
engineer, and Patrick L. Stevens is
vice president of engineering at ADS
Environmental Services, a division of
ADS LLC (Huntsville, Ala.).

Looking Ahead
Coming up in the February issue …
Choosing the Right Dewatering Technology for Your Plant
Wastewater treatment plant operators know that managing the treatment
process is a balancing act. Every component is related to all the others, so
selecting the appropriate dewatering technology is critical to system performance. In the February issue you’ll learn more about choosing the most
appropriate options for different plant sizes and end uses. Then, you can
follow one plant’s progress as its team tests four dewatering technologies,
and ultimately determines which one will provide the best fit.
Also in this issue:
• Treat It or Move It. Virginia facility upgrade must meet balance exceptionally low limits and population growth.
• Changes Ahead. Water management professionals should account for
climate change when working with TMDLs.
• Cost-Effective Operator Training. Virtual treatment plant models aid in
critical knowledge transfer.
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