WEF Board of Trustees
Electronic Voting Policy
Illinois law (805 Ill. Comp. Stat 105/108.45(b)), the WEF Articles and Incorporation (Article 9),
and the WEF Constitution & Bylaws permits electronic voting on any action that may be taken
by WEF. This is permitted even if the vote operates outside a formal meeting (either in person
or electronically) of the Board. However, an electronic vote without a meeting must be
unanimous, and all written votes must be received by the Secretary or legal counsel of WEF in a
manner that allows him to attest to the validity of the signature.
The burden is on the secretary or legal counsel to attest to the validity of all votes exists
because the law does not explicitly allow electronic signatures. Therefore, it appears, the intent
of the law is for e-voting to supplement meetings of the WEF Board of Trustees, not replace
them. Currently the WEF C&B requires 3 meetings of the Board, one in conjunction with the
annual meeting, and the other two at the call of the President (Article 15.3.1). In addition,
written notice of all Board meetings shall be issued by the Executive Director not less than 20
days in advance of such meetings to all Board members (Article 15.3.2). Current WEF practice
is that the Board meets four times a year, including its required WEFTEC® meeting.
It is the policy of the Board of Trustees that electronic voting is a legitimate and legal means of
voting on any action coming before the Board, that the decision to vote electronically must be
unanimously approved by the Board, and that all written votes must be received by the
Secretary or legal counsel of WEF in a manner that allows him to attest to the validity of the
signature.
Electronic voting is intended to supplement, not replace meetings of the Board and it is the
policy of the Board of Trustees that substantive issues, i.e., budget approval, etc. not be eligible
for electronic vote.
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