SEWER SOCIOLOGY
~ ¯ ¯
sew´·er so·ci·ol´o·gy,
the science of society, social institutions, and social relationships viewed through the eyes of a sewer;
specifically the systematic study of the development, structure, interaction, and collective sewer use of organized groups of
human beings.

The Flow of Democracy
Kevin L. Enfinger and
Patrick L. Stevens

Election Night in California

M

ost sewer flows are characterized by repeatable
diurnal patterns that vary
across weekdays, weekends, and
holidays. Differences in land use are
also apparent, and distractions and
disruptions of daily life can often be
observed. This month, we take a look
at Election Day and the conclusion of
a hard-fought presidential race.
We decided to conduct our own
exit poll on Nov. 4. to determine if
the election exerted any influence on
sewer flows. A composite hydrograph
from a location in Southern California
(see figure at right) reveals a diurnal
pattern characteristic of a residential
area. The average weekday flow is
shown in light green, and the individual weekdays used to determine
the average are shown in dark green.
Election Day is shown in red and reveals a subtle shift in flow rates during
the evening hours as a portion of residents tuned in to watch the election
returns and the ensuing speeches from
John McCain and Barack Obama.
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Want More Sewer
Sociology?
Is the “halftime flush” a myth?
What major holidays cause the
largest flow disruptions? You’ll
find the answers at www.wef.org/
magazine. To catch up on past
columns, click on “Archives,” then
“Sewer Sociology.”
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