SEWER SOCIOLOGY
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sew´·er so·ci·ol´o·gy, the science of
society, social institutions, and social
relationships viewed through the eyes of a
sewer; specifically, the systematic study of
the development, structure, interaction, and
collective sewer use of organized groups of
human beings.
Most sewer flows are characterized by
repeatable diurnal patterns that vary
across weekdays, weekends, and holidays.
Differences in land use also are apparent,
and distractions and disruptions of daily life
often can be observed.

T

his month, we take a look at
the college football national
championship game through the
eyes of a sewer.
College football is an important part of
life in the U.S. Southeast, and Southeastern
Conference (SEC) football fans are
especially devoted. SEC teams have had
much success in recent years — including
national titles in each of the last six seasons.
Therefore, when two SEC teams were
selected to play in last season’s national

title game, we decided to take a look to see
how such an event affects the residential
sewer use of diehard fans.
The most recent national championship

Sewer use during Bowl Championship Series National Championship

was played on Jan. 9 and featured No. 1
ranked Louisiana State University (Baton
Rouge) and No. 2 ranked University of
Alabama (Tuscaloosa).
The figure shows a composite
hydrograph of sewer use from a residential
area in Tuscaloosa. Weekdays are shown
in green, and weekends are shown in blue.
The day of the national championship game
is shown in red.
Note that sewer flows were above normal
before the game and below normal during
the game, a sure sign that the day’s activities
revolved around the game. Sewer flows
returned to normal at the end of the game,
after Alabama defeated Louisiana by a score
of 21–0 and won its 14th national title.
Kevin L. Enfinger is a region engineer, and
Patrick L. Stevens is vice president of engineering at ADS Environmental Services, a
division of ADS LLC (Huntsville, Ala.).
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