SEWER SOCIOLOGY

The modern Thanksgiving
Kevin L. Enfinger and Patrick L. Stevens
~

sew´·er so·ci·ol´o·gy, the science of
society, social institutions, and social
relationships viewed through the eyes of a
sewer; specifically, the systematic study of
the development, structure, interaction, and
collective sewer use of organized groups of
human beings.
Most sewer flows are characterized by
repeatable diurnal patterns that vary
across weekdays, weekends, and holidays.
Differences in land use also are apparent,
and distractions and disruptions of daily life
often can be observed.

T

his month we take a closer look at
Thanksgiving through the eyes of
a sewer.
A set of composite
hydrographs of sewer use from a residential
area in Southern California is provided.
Weekdays (Monday through Thursday) are
shown in green. Fridays are shown in light

green. Saturdays are shown in light blue,
and Sundays are shown in darker blue. The
individual weekdays during the week of

Sewer use patterns in a residential area during Thanksgiving week

Thanksgiving are depicted in red in figures
(a) through (d).
The Monday and Tuesday before
Thanksgiving look like typical weekdays.
Now take a good look at the
Wednesday. What do you see? If you look
closely, you will notice that Wednesday
looks more like a Friday — a subtle hint that
tomorrow is a holiday.
Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, has a
distinct change in sewer use, with peak flows
occurring around the time of the traditional
Thanksgiving meal. The change in sewer use
observed on Thanksgiving is larger than that
observed on any other holiday in the United
States. The Friday after Thanksgiving looks
more like a Saturday, as the holiday lingers
into the following weekend.
From our sewer sociology family to
yours, have a happy Thanksgiving.
Kevin L. Enfinger is senior project
engineer, and Patrick L. Stevens is
vice president of engineering at ADS
Environmental Services, a division of ADS
LLC (Huntsville, Ala.).
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