SEWER SOCIOLOGY

Beat the heat
Kevin L. Enfinger and Patrick L. Stevens

Residential sewer use with sprayground

~ so·ci·ol´o·gy, the science of
sew´·er
society, social institutions, and social
relationships viewed through the eyes of a
sewer; specifically, the systematic study of
the development, structure, interaction, and
collective sewer use of organized groups of
human beings.

Most sewer flows are characterized by
repeatable diurnal patterns that vary
across weekdays, weekends, and holidays.
Differences in land use are also apparent,
and distractions and disruptions of daily life
often can be observed.

T

his month we take a look at a bit of
summer fun through the eyes of a
sewer.
It sure has been hot this summer,
considering the sustained heat wave that
settled over much of the United States.
For kids of all ages, there is no better way
to beat the heat than to jump in the water.
Those near enough might head to the
beach. Others might dive into the backyard
pool for relief or visit the local sprayground
— a special play area with interactive water
features designed just for kids.
The figure shows a composite
hydrograph of sewer use in a residential
area located in Fort Wayne, Ind. Weekdays
are shown in green, and weekends are
shown in blue.
Note that the first part of the diurnal
pattern looks like that of a typical residential
area. However, a distinct increase in
sewer flow is observed each day when
the fun begins. This diurnal pattern can be
observed beginning around Memorial Day
and continues through the summer.
Stay cool this summer. . .and visit your
local sprayground!
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