News Release
May 16, 2012
For Immediate Release

For more information, contact:
KUB Community Relations (865) 594-7988

KUB Biosolids Environmental Management System Receives National Certification
KUB’s biosolids program received National Biosolids Partnership (NBP)
certification for its Environmental Management System (EMS) during a
celebration today at KUB’s Edwin C. Hoskins Operations Center. “We are
proud to announce that our program is the 34th in the United States and the
second in Tennessee to be certified,” said KUB Executive Vice President and
Chief Operating Officer Bill Elmore.
Biosolids are nutrient-rich organic matter resulting from the treatment of
wastewater. This by-product can be recycled and applied like a fertilizer to
improve and maintain productive soils and stimulate plant growth. KUB
contracts with Synagro Technologies for land application of its biosolids, which
are registered as a fertilizer with the State of Tennessee. Forty-six farms in the KUB area, comprising
5,079 acres, are currently approved for biosolids land application by the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC).
The NBP is an alliance of the National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) and Water
Environment Federation (WEF), with advisory support from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. A not-for-profit alliance, it seeks to advance environmentally sound biosolids management
practices with input from biosolids producers, regulatory agencies, the farming community, and
environmental organizations.
WEF Deputy Director, Eileen J. O’Neill, Ph.D., and NACWA Senior Director, Regulatory Affairs, Chris
Hornbeck, attended the event and presented KUB with the official NBP certification.
DEKRA Certification, Inc., a third-party auditor, independently verified that KUB has an effective
biosolids environmental management system in December 2011. The EMS verification signifies that
KUB meets the requirements for certification and admittance to the NBP EMS program and supports
excellence in biosolids management practices, exceeds or augments regulatory compliance
obligations, and provides meaningful opportunities for public participation.
KUB’s goal in implementing an EMS was to help sustain an efficient, responsive, and proactive
program. NBP certification will help KUB in its efforts to ensure consistent product quality. It will also
help KUB continue to surpass increasingly strict regulatory requirements. KUB is committed to the
NBP Code of Good Practice and participates in the EMS commitment to “do the right thing.”
In addition to complying with applicable state and federal regulations, biosolids producers who
implement an EMS commit to follow community-friendly practices. Community-friendly practices refer
to control of odor, traffic, noise, and dust, as well as the management of nutrients.
KUB’s biosolids program meets all regulatory requirements to protect public health and the
environment. KUB strives to ensure the biosolids program uses the best management practices.
For more information on the NBP EMS program, visit http://biosolids.org. For more information about
KUB, visit http://www.kub.org.
KUB is a municipal utility serving Knox and parts of seven adjacent counties and provides electric,
gas, water, and wastewater services to more than 439,000 customers.
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Caption: Standing left to right at KUB’s National Biosolids Partnership Certification celebration on
May 16, 2012 – Ted Tyree, KUB Manager, Plants; Eileen J. O’Neill, Ph.D., Water Environment
Federation, Deputy Director; Chris Hornbeck, National Association of Clean Water Agencies, Senior
Director, Regulatory Affairs; Wayne Loveday, KUB Vice President, Regulatory Compliance; Mintha
Roach, KUB President and Chief Executive Officer; and Bill Elmore, KUB Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer.
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