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In each issue we like to recognize professionals and/or
utilities in your Member Association who received a
distinguished award in collection systems. Please contact Kevin Waldron at waldronkc@cdm.com if you’d
like to contribute.
Alabama WEA

Golden Manhole Honorees

Jimmy Junkin, City of Tuscaloosa
Bill Thomas, Huntsville Water Pollution Control

Arizona WEA

Wastewater Collection Systems of the Year

Member Association News

Pal Verde Utilities

Chesapeake WEA
If there is anything that makes your MA unique, we’d like to know about it. Let us highlight
what your MA is doing in the realm of collection systems. Share any successes, milestones,
events, initiatives, innovations, fun ideas, etc., with all in our collection systems community
by emailing a short summary to Kevin Waldron at waldronkc@cdm.com.

Golden Manhole Honoree

Andrew Fitzsimmons, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission

Michigan WEA

Collection System Professional of the Year

Georgia-North Carolina-South Carolina Confluence
Conference

Once considered an unlimited resource in the Carolinas and Georgia, protecting both the
quality and availability of water is becoming an ever increasing challenge. The Confluence
Conference, a multi-state initiative, is organized by a joint steering committee comprised of
members representing the following organizations in Georgia, North Carolina, and South
Carolina, all dedicated to the protection and preservation of our water resources and our
environment through education:






Georgia Association of Water Professionals

Scott Roselle, City of Novi

Water Environment Federation

Collection Systems Award

Joan Hawley, Superior Engineering

Innovative Technology Award: Collection Systems
Adaptive N-ImpellerTM—ITT Water and
Wastewater USA

North Carolina AWWA-WEA
South Carolina Section of AWWA
Water Environment Association of South Carolina

The conference is schedule for September 22-23, 2011, in Greenville, South Carolina. For more information, visit http://www.confluence.cc/.

New England Water Environment Association (NEWEA) - Maine Wastewater Control Association
The Portland Water District’s plight with the flushing of disposable wipes dates back to 2007. It began in an isolated area, clogging one small pump station
and has grown over the years to affect various components of the collection system, prompting installation of screening systems at two larger pump stations
in Westbrook, Maine, at a cost of $3.8 million. In addition to operational upgrades and investments, the Portland Water District launched an aggressive public outreach campaign to inform consumers that the only material that should be flushed is toilet paper.
As more and more wastewater systems came forward with similar problems, the flushing of disposable wipes elevated to a statewide issue.
In early 2011, Maine Wastewater Control Association (MWWCA) worked with State Representative Melissa Walsh Innes, (D-Yarmouth), to develop a bill
known as LD 781, “An Act to Establish ‘Flushable’ Standards for Consumer Products Advertised as Flushable and to Reduce Financial Impacts to Maine Municipalities, Taxpayers and Wastewater Treatment Facility Ratepayers”. In March 2011, MWWCA members from around the state testified in support of this bill
in front of the Environment and Natural Resources Committee. LD 781 was held over until the next session in January 2012 to allow MWWCA to discuss a
cooperative approach with INDA. As a result MWWCA has formed a ‘Flushables’ working group to spearhead the actions to result in a real, functional difference to our members. The Working Group crafted a letter to INDA offering cooperation in a site-specific analysis, requesting support and leadership with
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Member Association News (continued)
regards to education and outreach, suggesting an independent, third-party testing of products advertised as flushable, and suggesting the development of a
compliance framework.
Representatives from INDA and MWWCA’s Flushables Working Group met in July to discuss the issue. As a result, INDA will be conducting a study in the Portland area to collect and identify products causing problems. The Working Group made it clear that labeling is a primary concern and more needs to be done to
indicate when items are NOT safe to flush. INDA representatives suggested a summit of all stakeholders as an efficient and effective strategy to combat the
problem and indicated that they are working with WEF’s CSC to coordinate a peer review of flushable guidelines and the labeling code of practice.

Courtesy Michelle Clement, Public Relations Manager, Portland Water District

North Carolina AWWA-WEA (NCAWWA-WEA) - Collection & Distribution School Committee
NCAWWA-WEA’s Collection and Distribution School Committee organizes three collection and distribution schools each year. Their next school is scheduled for
October 10-14, 2011, at the Carteret Community College, in Morehead City, NC. The objective of these schools is to review the basic concepts in the proper
operation and maintenance of water distribution and wastewater collection systems. The curriculum will provide information that should be helpful in preparing
a participant for the voluntary certification exam in Meter Technician and the mandatory certification exams in Water Distribution, Backflow, and Wastewater
Collection. For more information, click here.

Technical News
St. Louis Sewer District Agrees to Reduce Overflows

The Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District (MSD) will pay as much as $4.7 billion over 23 years to revamp its stormwater and wastewater management systems.
This agreement with U.S. EPA settles a 2007 U.S. lawsuit filed against MSD under the federal Clean Water Act. The fourth largest U.S. sewer system, MSD is
responsible for collecting and treating wastewater and managing storm runoff for a 525 square mile (1,360 square-kilometer) network including all of St. Louis
and 80% of the county.

Courtesy of Bloomberg News (http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-04/st-louis-sewer-district-agrees-to-4-7-billion-overhaul-to-end-epa-suit.html), August
4, 2011

Release of EPA Proposed Stormwater Rule Delayed

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) has announced that the release of the EPA proposed stormwater rule will be delayed for up to two months. The original
date of September 30 was spelled out in a May 2010 settlement agreement between EPA and CBF with a stipulation that any change in the schedule would
require the consent of CBF. EPA requested more time due to the scope and complexity of the proposed rule, and negotiations between CBF and EPA have
resulted in an early December (as early as December 2) as a new release date; however, the exact date is not firm until the new schedule is approved by the
court. These proceedings are expected to be finalized shortly with an expected official announcement by EPA to follow. The change in proposal release date
does not impact the November 19, 2012 publication date for the final rule.
EPA will be presenting final regulatory options to Administrator Lisa Jackson for decisions within the next week with delivery of the draft rule package to the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) expected in late September or early October. While OMB can take up to 90 days to review this package, it is expected that they will complete their review within 60 days, allowing EPA to publish the proposed rule for public comment within the new December deadline.

EPA Post Draft CSO Construction Compliance Monitoring Guidance for Review
EPA has posted the Draft CSO Post Construction Compliance Monitoring Guidance document on its webpage. This draft guidance indicates how to conduct effective post construction compliance monitoring, as provided in the 1994 Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Control Policy (59 Fed. Reg. 18688), which established a national approach under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program for controlling discharges into the nation’s waters from combined sewer systems (CSSs). The CSO Control Policy defines expectations for regulated communities, state water quality standards (WQS) authorities, and NPDES authorities. One of these expectations is that regulated communities should develop Long Term CSO Control plans (LTCP). The proposed guidance gives examples of planning documents that permittees should consider in preparing for post-construction monitoring. These include quality assurance
project plans, plans for assessing CSO controls, field sampling plans, and standard operating procedures. The proposed guidance also stresses the importance
of continuously updating and evaluating data to ensure its quality. The ninth element of a Long Term CSO Control Plan is the development of a post construction compliance monitoring program adequate to verify compliance with water quality-based requirements and ascertain the effectiveness of CSO controls. EPA
expects, however, that all CSO communities, regardless of whether they have an LTCP, will conduct post construction compliance monitoring.
EPA is seeking comments until September 30, 2011. EPA is especially interested in views on how the recommended approaches can be tailored to small communities. Comments should be sent to Mohammed Billah at billah.mohammed@epa.gov, (202) 564-2228.

California Releases Annual Statewide SSO Reduction Program Report
California’s State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) adopted statewide general waste discharge requirements for sanitary sewer systems as
Water Quality Order No. 2006-0003-DWQ in May 2006 with the purpose of quantifying and reducing of both the number of Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSOs)
and the volume of wastewater spilled in the state. This annual report (released August 2011) contains detailed information on their SSO Reduction Program,
including implementation efforts, compliance, and enforcement actions. Click here to review the report.
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WEF News
Flushable but not Dispersible Article in WE&T
The August 2011 issue of WE&T contains an article on the problems created by items disposed in collection systems that are “flushable”, but not
“dispersible.” In other words, they make it past the toilet but can clog pumps and create or exacerbate blockages in sewers since they don’t break down. WEF
Collection Systems Committee (CSC) member, Nick Arhontes, of the Orange County (CA) Sanitation District is quoted in the article. Working together with INDA
(Association of Nonwoven Fabrics Industry), National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA), and Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF) Nick
has been leading an effort on behalf of the WEF CSC to explore new industry standards for addressing this problem. If you are interested in helping on this
project, please contact Christine Radke (cradke@wef.org) and she will get you connected to the “Flushies” workgroup.

WEF Webcast: Perspectives on Pump/Lift Station Rehabilitation
November 15, 2011, 1:00pm to 3:00pm Eastern
Which of the three "R"s (Repair, Renew, Replace) will you choose for your respective pump station / lift
station rehabilitation? It will depend on the structural integrity of your station's major components (i.e.,
wet wells, dry wells, control buildings, ventilation systems), as well as evidence / degree of grease buildup,
hydrogen sulfide corrosion, odors, equipment malfunctions, or HVAC dysfunctions. The "R" that you select
will depend on your site-specific situation and needs.
This is the 4th and final installment of the Perspectives on Collection Systems Rehabilitation and Replacement Webcast Series. Visit www.wef.org/CSWebcasts/ for more information.

Individual webcasts: Members $155,
Non-members $195
Buy three webcasts, get one free of
charge! (For previously recorded
webcasts, you will receive a copy on CD.)
As for all WEF webcasts, attendees are eligible to receive Professional Development
Hours (PDHs). Each webcast will provide 2
PDH credit hours.
Visit www.wef.org/CSwebcasts for more

WEF CSC Sponsored Events at WEFTEC2011
October 15-19, Los Angeles, California

Registration is now open! Visit www.weftec.org for more details.
Saturday, October 15th




8:30am-5:00pm—Workshop 107: When Good Water’s Gone Bad: Prevention and Control of Sewer System Overflows
8:30am-5:00pm—Workshop 108: The City of Los Angeles Interceptors Breathe a Sigh of Relief: Collection System Ventilation and Odors
Evaluation and Solutions

Sunday, October 16th





8:30am-5:00pm—Workshop 209: Green Infrastructure: Beyond the Hype to Real Results
11:00am-11:30am—WEF Collection Systems Committee New Member Orientation
12:00pm-5:00pm—WEF Collection Systems Committee Meeting

Monday, October 17th



1:00pm-4:30pm—Tour 2: Collection Systems Tour: Los Angeles Sewer Tour—Discovering What Lies Beneath SOLD OUT!!

Tuesday, October 18th



12:00pm-1:30pm—Collection Systems Luncheon TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE!!
The guest speaker is Dr. R. Tim Huag, retired Deputy Engineer of the City of Los Angeles. His presentation is titled “Sewage May Flow Downhill, but Where
Does the Air Go?”, an ideal combination to the Collection Systems Tour.

Be sure to check the Technical Program for a number of Collection Systems focused Technical Sessions. Topics include unique and effective design solutions for
collection systems problems, private property and public outreach efforts, rehabilitation success stories, trenchless technology applications, and basic collection
systems information.
Click here to see who’s exhibiting the latest and greatest in collection systems products and services.

WEF Awards—In Depth
Congratulations to ITT Water & Wastewater USA’s Adapative N-ImpellerTM for winning this year’s WEF Innovative Technology Award in Collection
Systems. This award recognizes WEF Associate Members who have introduced new innovative products or services related to the construction, operation or
maintenance of treatment facilities. Launched in 2009, the Adaptive N-Impeller™ is a patent pending design with the unique ability to rise up momentarily inside
the pump volute, allowing larger pieces of debris to pass through without clogging the pump. The design is particularly useful for small pump stations where
lower torque motors make the pumps susceptible to ragging.
The Adaptive N-Impeller™ design incorporates two important features: hydraulic forces push debris away from the center to the perimeter of the inlet; in addition,
the Adaptive N-Impeller™ can move axially enabling it to “jump” over large debris so it can pass through.
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WEF News (continued)
Wastewater pump stations nationwide are facing a growing onslaught of flushables, wipes and debris. Pump clogging and maintenance costs are major issues
WEF members are facing. According to ITT’s data, 250 field installations of the design are eliminating clogging problems and leading to
longer service intervals of up to four years. In one case study, a superintendent pointed out de-ragging several sewer pumps on a weekly or even daily basis is
incredibly costly and messy. He said the Adaptive N-Impeller™ eliminated the clogging and is saving his agency time and resources.
Congratulations again to ITT’s Adaptive N-Impeller™, a breakthrough technology for our industry. Click here for more information.
Congratulations to Joan Hawley, this year’s recipient of WEF’s Collection Systems Award. This award is presented to an
individual for contributions to the advancement of the state of the art wastewater collection. Ms. Hawley is an advocate for
small towns, utilities and operations personnel. She has completed a number of “right-sized and operator friendly” CMOM programs that have earned her praise from communities in the Milwaukee area. A great supporter of WEF’s Student and Young
Professionals programs, Ms. Hawley has served as a judge for the Student Design Competition in addition to paying out of her
own pocket for registration and membership fees for Wisconsin Young Professionals to attend conferences and seminars.
Ms. Hawley’s accomplishments as Vice-Chair/Chair of WEF’s Collection Systems Committee (2006-2010) include the implementation of the Collection Systems Committee database which tracks attendance and volunteer participation of projects; inception
of the Member Outreach newsletter that is shared with Member Associations Collection Systems Chairs every two months; and
her contributions in the development and promotion of the “Private Property Virtual Library (PPVL)”. In addition to having over
25 years experience working with utilities in the private and public sectors in operations and maintenance for plant and collection systems and pipeline rehabilitation, Ms. Hawley has extensive design experience and construction management skills. Ms. Hawley serves as a timeless mentor of committee leaders, members, new members and all collection system workers.

Did You Know?
Five-Cities Plus Annual Conference
The 5-Cities Plus annual conference was held July 20-22, 2011, in Indianapolis, Indiana, which is home to Superbowl XLVI. The conference was located at the
beautiful JW Marriott and was hosted by the City of Indianapolis Department of Public Works (DPW). The purpose of the conference is to serve as a forum for
exchanges of ideas and activities between nearby Cities dealing with Wet Weather issues including Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs) and Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSOs). Key participating agencies included Indianapolis DPW, Louisville Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD), Sanitation District No. 1 of Northern Kentucky,
Cincinnati MSD, City of Columbus, MSD of St. Louis, and City of Fort Wayne.
The Conference included 56 presentations in four separate tracks on a wide range of topics ranging from updates on Long Term Control Plans to force main
condition assessment, as well as many papers with an Asset Management focus. The conference kicked off with a talk from Mayor Ballard who discussed the
impending transfer of Indianapolis’ water and wastewater assets to Citizens Energy. Another highlight was a very energetic presentation by the 2012 Superbowl
Hosting Committee, which included the innovative ideas that the City used to win the bid to host the Superbowl. The welcome reception was held at Lucas Oil
Stadium and included guided tours of the facility.
As always, the conference closed with summary reports provided by representatives from several Cities currently under Federal enforcement action. These summaries were provided by Louisville, St. Louis, Indianapolis, Cincinnati, and Sanitation District No. 1. Some key highlights from the reports included the fact that
St. Louis had signed their Consent Decree on July 15, 2011, which included a 23-year implementation period to spend $4.7 B in improvements. Some outstanding issues regarding Water Quality Standards on the Mississippi River may affect some of the improvements. Louisville discussed how important it is to engage
the public in developing their program. In many cases, public input had a significant impact on level of control decisions. The City of Indianapolis discussed the
transfer of assets to Citizens Energy and Cincinnati MSD provided innovative ideas on how utilities can move forward in implementing these Consent Decrees.

Collection Systems. We Deliver.
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