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Alaska Water Wastewater Management Association (AWWMA)

AWWMA doesn‟t have a collection systems committee. Why? Because there just aren‟t many sizable
collection systems in the most expansive, but sparsely populated state. Consequently, the community of
wastewater collection operators and professionals in Alaska is very small.
EPA continues to promote its strategy for Decentralized Wastewater Treatment Systems as a means to
treat wastewater close to the source, which inherently advocates minimizing the collection system
infrastructure. By necessity, this concept is widely applied in Alaska. Natural resource development and
tourism are two large industries within the state. Wastewater systems may serve remote camps as small
as 25 people with flows as small as 2,000 gpd or large hotel complexes with flows close to 150,000 gpd.
A small wastewater system may be as simple as a conventional septic system, or perhaps a large holding
tank if the facility is accessible by vehicle. Some villages and many field camps in remote, isolated
locations require compact systems producing a high quality effluent that can be discharged directly to the
ground surface. Small packaged treatment systems have been developed using the new membrane
technology, which can be designed to fit inside a 40 or 50 foot conex container and transported practically
anywhere.
Large stationary facilities, such as hotels and lodges, have the unique problem of operating only
seasonally, but can have high daily flows. It is critical that the wastewater system be easily shut down
during the fall and restarted in the spring. Package membrane systems are able to meet such operating
requirements for these facilities as well.
As technology changes, Alaskans must apply new technology to overcome the climactic and logistical
challenges while satisfying the expanding environmental regulatory requirements in “The Last Frontier”.
Visit www.awwma.org for more information about AWWMA.

2010 MA Golden Manhole
Awards Recipients
North Carolina AWWA-WEA
Geri Brown (CharlotteMecklenburg Utilities)
Steve Cavanaugh
(Cavanaugh & Associates)
Rick Davis (City of Fayetteville)
Christine Nesbit (CDM)

Pennsylvania WEA
Marilyn Baron (Baron
Enterprises)
Joseph A. Drnach (Drnach
Environmental, Inc.)
William Weaver (Lower
Paxton Township)

Oklahoma WEA
Robert Shelton (City of
Tulsa)

Contributing to this narrative is William Smyth, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation.

Mississippi Water Environment Association (MWEA) - Wastewater Collection System
Committee (WCSC)

NEW to our CSC MA Outreach
E-Newsletter, in each issue we
will recognize Collection Systems
professionals in your Member
Association. Here‟s your chance
to acknowledge your MA‟s
Golden Manhole Award - or any
equivalent Collection Systems
distinguished award—recipients.
Please contact Kevin Waldron at
North Carolina American Water Works Association & Water Environment Association (NC waldonkc@cdm.com if you‟d like
to contribute.
AWWA-WEA) - Wastewater Collection & Water Distribution Systems Committee
The MWEA WCSC was established this year to provide affordable training opportunities for sewer utility
field personnel throughout the State. The first Collection System Operator Workshop was held on
November 1-4, 2010 in Gulfport , MS. Gorman-Rupp, J. H. Wright and Associates, SouthWest Water and
Covington Sales and Services provided instructors for the Workshop. Attendees receive eighteen credit
hours towards the renewal of their operator license. Classroom topics included SSO, flow monitoring,
rehabilitation and repair, sewer cleaning, pump stations, root control, FOG, information management and
failure analysis, all specifically oriented toward operations personnel. Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality provided the Collection System operator Class C-I and C-II exams for the first time in six
years.

NC AWWA-WEA‟s Wastewater Collection Committee received approval to implement a Collection System of
the Year award program. This is a very sensitive nomination process open to all sizes of collection systems
in NC. The program is in part modeled after Georgia‟s WEA Collection System of the Year Award. This
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Prestigious award will be presented for the first time at NC AWWA-WEA‟s annual conference November
2011.
In other efforts, the Committee developed a logo and slogan encompassing their mission of supporting,
educating, and representing their MA regarding issues dealing with operation, maintenance, planning, and
management of wastewater collection and water distribution systems. The slogan is: “Letting it flow
through training and participation”.

Water Environment Association of Texas (WEAT) – Collection Systems Committee

WEAT is hosting the 4M‟s of Collection System Management Workshop and Exposition January 12-13, 2011, in San Marcos, Texas. This
comprehensive 2-day workshop is designed for attendees to focus on the practical aspects of ensuring collection system performance. The
workshop begins with collection system mapping and data management, followed by flow monitoring, hydraulic modeling and structural
condition assessment, and ending with master planning and capital improvement project prioritization. Speakers include industry and
municipal leaders in their field of expertise.

If there is anything that makes your MA unique, we‟d like to know about it. Let us highlight what your MA is doing in the realm of collection
systems. Share any successes, milestones, events, initiatives, innovations, fun ideas, etc., with all in our collection systems community by
emailing a short summary to Kevin Waldron at waldronkc@cdm.com.

WERF Study on Predicting Pipe Life

Many utility managers know the age of their buried infrastructure. However, knowing the age does not equate to knowing the remaining life.
And remaining life is what needs to be managed. Making good decisions depends on a number of factors. When do we intervene? If we act
too soon, we may waste money; if we wait too long, we may spend even more. And, what is meant by „remaining life‟? There are several
definitions, but this research effort focuses on remaining economic life, which is defined as “the period from the acquisition of the asset to the
time when the asset, while physically able to provide a service, ceases to be the lowest cost alternative to satisfy a particular service
requirement.”
WERF‟s Strategic Asset Management Challenge strives to give asset management practitioners the means to determine the remaining
economic life of the company‟s assets. There are several approaches or management strategies and tactics which can be combined with a
quantitative analysis of utility data. This research project, Predicting the Remaining Economic Life of Wastewater Pipes Phase 1 (SAM3R06),
is designed to look at the quantitative methods to estimating remaining economic life. It is comprised of three phases and includes short-term
tasks for developing protocols and methods for predicting the remaining life of wastewater pipe assets.
Click here for more information.

WEF Collection Systems Committee Midyear Meeting
January 28th, 2011, 11:00am to 5:00pm

The WEF CSC invites MA representatives to attend our Midyear Meeting on Friday, January 28 th, 2011, from 11:00am to 5:00pm at the Westin
Bonaventure Hotel & Suites in Los Angeles, California. Click here for more information about WEF‟s Midyear Meetings.

WEF Webcast: Perspectives on Manhole Rehabilitation
February 9th, 2011, 1:00pm to 3:00pm Eastern

Will you "Repair" your manholes via chemical grout (internal or external) or seals (mechanical,
elastomeric, cementitious)? Perhaps you will require manhole "Renewal" via coatings (sprayed,
pumped, troweled) or liners (poured-in-place, cured-in-place)? Then again, there's always the
option of conventional open cut excavation and "Replacement". The "R" that you select will
depend on your site-specific situation and needs.
This is the 2nd installment of the Perspectives on Collection Systems Rehabilitation and
Replacement Webcast Series. Visit www.wef.org/CSWebcasts/ for more information.

Individual webcasts: Members $155,
Non-members $195
As for all WEF webcasts, attendees are eligible to
receive Professional Development Hours (PDHs).
Each webcast will provide 2 PDH credit hours.

Visit www.wef.org/CSwebcasts for more
information.

(continued)
WEF CSC’s FOG Work Group

The WEF Collection Systems Committee would like to announce the formation of a new FOG, (Fats, Oils & Grease) task group. To help assist
with our efforts, we are collecting information on existing FOG ordinances and inspection programs from around the country, and Canada. If
you have any information on protocols & procedures that you would be willing to share with the group, please contact either John Fletcher at
cmom@dukes.com or Natoshia Martin at nmartin@vbgov.com.

SAVE THE DATE!
Collection Systems 2011 Conference – Rehab or Roulette: Is Our Environment at Risk?
June 12-15, 2011, Raleigh, North Carolina

The NC AWWA-WEA‟s Wastewater Collection Systems Committee is supporting efforts for this conference by working closely with the
conference Local Planning Group. The WEF CS Conference Committee and NC WEA Chapter welcome all to Raleigh next June! Stay tuned for
program details.

Member Association Steps Up for Collection Systems Personnel Certification
WEF believes it‟s important for wastewater operators to be certified, including operators of collection systems. In the July-August 2010 issue
of the e-Blast, it was reported that WEF conducted a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Collection Systems Personnel Survey. As a result of
the survey, WEF‟s House of Delegates and Governmental Affairs Committee is taking the lead to draft a position statement regarding
certification. The authors of the position statement are considering such issues as continuing education, reciprocity and ethics.
Some Member Associations have already been very proactive establishing and institutionalizing collection system operator certification
programs. A good example is California Water Environment Association (CWEA), which has offered a voluntary competency-based
certification program in four grade levels for Collection Systems Maintenance since 1964. Although certification for collection systems
operators in California is not currently mandated by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), many employers require it for hiring
and/or promotion.
As a result of public comments during the review of California‟s Sanitary Sewer Waste Discharge Requirements (i.e. Water Quality Order No.
2006-0003), the SWRCB staff recognized that collection system operator certification can improve collection system performance and compliance with this Water Quality Order. SWRCB acknowledged that CWEA has a standardized certification and training program and that certification information is collected in the state reporting system. SWRCB staff also went on to say that the CWEA provides quality training and
has a Memorandum of Understanding to provide training for the State on this Water Quality Order.
Simon Watson, CWEA Treasurer and Vice-Chair of CWEA‟s Technical Certification Program Committee, provided testimony on behalf of CWEA
during the public comment period for the Order. During his testimony to the SWRCB, he stated the fact that there are currently 5,700 CWEA
certified professionals of which over 2,900 are certified in collection system maintenance. Click here for more details.

Collection Systems. We deliver.

