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Open the virus

The purification of RNA from
biological samples requires
that we rupture the virus
envelope and remove
enzymes that can degrade
RNA

Fluorescence

When RNA combines with
the correct reagents and
dyes, the reaction results in
the emission of a fluorescent
signal. The more target RNA,
the stronger the signal.
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What it means?

Virus was present but we
do not know if it was
infective or viable
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Culture

Virus + host

The sample is added to a
prepared culture of suitable
host cells that the virus can
infect if it is still viable.

Plaques

When the virus infects cells,
it leaves signs of host cell
lysis or rupture, which are
called plagues. The more
viruses are present, the
more plagues are seen.

What it means?

Virus was present and at
the time of analysis was
still viable and infective

COVID-19 virus detection methods in different samples



