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Prep Webcast 

March 14, 2018

12:30 – 2 PM EST

2018 National Water Policy Fly‐In
April 17‐18, 2018
Washington, DC

How to Participate Today 

• Audio Modes

• Listen using Mic & 
Speakers

• Or, select “Use Telephone” 
and dial the conference 
(please remember long 
distance phone charges 
apply).

• Submit your questions using 
the Questions pane.

• A recording will be available
for replay shortly after this
webcast.
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WEF
• Chris Stacklin, WEF Regulator Subcommittee Chair
• Steve Dye, Director of Legislative Affairs
• Rahkia Nance, Digital Commutations Manager
• Claudio Ternieden, Senior Director of Government Affairs

NACWA
• Kristina Surfus, Director, Legislative Affairs
• Jason Isakovic, Director, Legislative Affairs

WateReuse
• Amber Kim, Policy Director

The Water Research Foundation
• Allison Deines, Director of Special Projects
• Lauren Baden, Program Assistant for Development & LIFT

Special Guest
• Cokie Roberts, NPR

Call Agenda
Overview of Fly‐In Agenda and Events
Policy and Funding Requests Overview

 Double funding for the Drinking Water and Clean Water state revolving loan funds 
 Fully fund the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act loan program
 Increase funding for the National Priorities Water Research Grant Program to $20 

million
 Strengthen protection of the nation’s waters in the 2018 Farm Bill’s conservation 

title
 Increase funding for USDA Water & Wastewater Loan & Grant Program
 Restore funding for the Bureau of Reclamation’s water recycling program to at least 

FY2018 levels

 Social Media 
 Tips for Setting Up and Having Successful Meetings
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Collaborating Organizations
Water Week is made possible by the 

following organizations:
WATER ENVIRONMENT FEDERATION (WEF)

NATIONAL ASSOC. OF CLEAN WATER AGENCIES (NACWA)

THE WATER RESEARCH FOUNDATION (WRF)

WATEREUSE ASSOC. (WRA)

AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOC. (AWWA)

ASSOC. OF METROPOLITAN WATER AGENCIES (AMWA)

WATER & WASTEWATER EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURES ASSOC. (WWEMA)

U.S. WATER ALLIANCE (USWA)

RURAL COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE PARTNERSHIP (RCAP) 

AMERICAN PUBLIC WORKS ASSOC. (APWA)

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors!

HAZEN & SAWYER

VAN SCOYOC ASSOCIATES

MARCUS G. FAUST

EARTH & WATER GROUP

WATER FINANCE MAGAZINE
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NATIONAL WATER POLICY 

FLY‐IN REGISTRATION:

http://www.waterweek.us/nwpf/

HOTEL REGISTRATION:

Washington Court Hotel

525 New Jersey Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20001

202‐628‐2100

RESERVATION:  
www.goo.gl/wskJF8

Group=Water0418

Taxi: $15 from DCA
$60 from IAD or BWI

Metro: Union Station 

Events Agenda
Monday, April 16

Noon – 5 PM WEF Stormwater Institute Members Meeting

Washington Court Hotel, Executive Room 

Tuesday, April 17

9 – 10:30 AM WEF Government Affairs Committee Meeting

Washington Court Hotel, Montpelier Room 

Noon – 1:30 PM WEF Young Professionals Networking Lunch

Washington Court Hotel, Montpelier Room 

Note:  NEWEA Congressional Luncheon 11 AM – 1:30 PM in Capitol Visitors Center
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Agenda cont.
Tuesday, April 17
1 – 4 PM Registration Open

2 – 3:30 PM Policy Fly‐In Plenary Session

• EPA Assistant Administrator David Ross

• EPA OW Directors Panel

3:30 – 5 PM Federal Agency Roundtables
• Infrastructure Funding, Water Finance, WIFIA & Affordability

• Technology, Innovation and Resource Recovery in the Water Sector

• Water Reuse and CWA/SDWA Intersection Issues

• Bureau of Reclamation Title XVI Program

• Integrated Planning, CSOs, SSOs & Peak Flow Management 

• Stormwater and Green Infrastructure 

• USDA/Conservation Programs/Farm Bill

• Research‐focused Discussion

5:30 – 6:30 PM Welcome Reception

Wednesday, April 18

7:30 – 9:30 AM Registration Open

8 – 9:30 AM Congressional Breakfast
• Congressional Committee Staff Panel

9:30 AM Travel to Capitol Hill – 106 Dirksen Senate Office Building

11 AM – 12:15 PM Joint Water Week Briefing

12 – 5:30 PM Capitol Hill Visits

5:30 – 7 PM Water Week 2018 Congressional Reception

Library of Congress, Madison Building, Montpelier 
Room

Agenda cont.
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Policy & Funding Requests 
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2018 Requests to Congress
 Double funding for the Drinking Water and Clean 
Water State Revolving Funds 

 Fully fund the Water Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act loan program

 Strengthen protection of the nation’s waters in the 
2018 Farm Bill’s conservation title

 Increase funding for USDA Water & Wastewater Loan 
& Grant Program

 Increase funding for the National Priorities Water 
Research Grant Program to $20 million

 Restore funding for the Bureau of Reclamation’s Title 
XVI water recycling program to at least FY2018 levels

Program

FY15 
Enacted

FY16 
Enacted

FY17 
Enacted

House 
FY18

Senate 
FY18

Pres. 
FY19

Our 
Request

Clean 
Water 
SRF

$1.45B $1.35B $1.394B $1.144B $1.394B $1.394B $2.8B

Drinking 
Water 
SRF

$907M $863M $863M $863M $864M $864M $1.8B

WIFIA $28M $30M $30M $20M $45M

Total 
Combine
d

$2.36B $2.213B $2.285B $2.037B $2.288B $2.278B $4.645B

Fiscal Year ‘18 & ‘19 Appropriations
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Program
FY17 

Enacted

FY18 & FY 
19 

Proposed FY 18 House 
FY18 
Senate Function

Our FY19 
Request

USDA’s 
Water/Waste
water Grant 
and Loan 
Program

$392M $0 $359M $394M

loans and grants 
for drinking water 
and wastewater 
construction in 

rural communtiies

$650M for 
Grants

$2B for 
Loans

HUD’s 
Community 

Development 
Block Grant 

(CDBG) 
Program

$3B $0 $2.9B $3B

grants to 
communities for 

infrastructure 
projects, among 

other things

U.S. 
Economic 

Development 
Administration

$221M $0 $140M $100M

grants and loans 
to communities for 

infrastructure 
projects to 

promote economic 
growth, among 

other things

Fiscal Years ‘18 & ‘19 Appropriations

Water Reuse/Recycling

• Water reuse is a critical tool for local water 
resource management 

• Build secure and safe water supplies
• Water quality management
• Support economic growth
• Share your stories of how water reuse benefits 

your community
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Title XVI Water Reclamation and Reuse 
Program

• Only federal funding program (Bureau of Reclamation) 
for water recycling projects

• $692 million in federal funding leveraged at least $2.07 
billion

• $3 million requested for program by President in FY19 
– 90%+ cut

• Ask: Urge Congress to reject these cuts and provide 
funding at least at FY18 levels

FY2017 Level FY18 

President’s

FY18 House  FY2018 

Senate 

FY19 

President’s 

Title XVI $34.4M $21.5M $35M $34.4M $3M

Farm Bill
 A major 5‐Year Reauthorization Bill covering all farm 
programs, nutrition, and conservation 

 Of interest to utilities as federal conservation programs 
can support innovative approaches to advance goals of 
the Clean Water Act and protect source water.

 The Farm Bill provides direction to USDA‐NRCS programs 
that can influence landowner/farm investments, and 
which conservation partners including utilities can use

 Some utilities are partnering with landowners to address 
water quality impairments at a watershed scale 
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Farm Bill continued…
 Support and improve the Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program 

 Support utilities as partners and project leads; allow in‐kind 
utility contributions to count as match; reduce barriers to 
landowner participation; allow projects beyond a 5‐yr cycle

 Support monitoring, evaluating, and quantifying 
conservation outcomes

 Request bill language recognizing that significant water 
quality benefits and Clean Water Act goals can be 
advanced through watershed‐based collaboration and 
partnerships between non‐point and point sources

Major Pending 
LegislationCONGRESS
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Trump Infrastructure Package*
* all details are subject to change

Proposal will generate $1.5 trillion in new infrastructure investments, of which 
only $200 billion will be from federal funding sources. The remaining $1.3 
billion will be funded from state, local and private sources.

• New $50 billion program to promote investments in a wide variety of 
forms of rural infrastructure, including drinking water, wastewater, and 
stormwater,

• New $20 billion financial assistance program administered by the US 
Dept. of Commerce for infrastructure related projects that will transform 
the delivery and performance of infrastructure 

• $20 billion to expanding several existing federal infrastructure financing 
programs (includes WIFIA)

• Opens the Clean Water SRF to allow for private entities to receive CW 
SRF loans, similar to how they can through the Drinking Water SRF

• Reduces the level of federal regulatory review for a project when a State or 
private entity provides the majority of project funding.

• Amends the Clean Water Act so that privately owned treatment works 
have identical regulatory requirements as publicly owned treatment 
works.

Integrated Planning & Affordability
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Water Resources Development 
Act (WRDA) of 2018
Must‐pass legislation every two years to authorize U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers projects. But, has included water 
policy and infrastructure funding the last couple bills.

WRRDA 2014 – Included WIFIA authorization

WRDA 2016 – Included authorization for key EPA 
Geographic programs; authorized new funding for water 
recycling and desalination; included resolutions in support 
of robust CW and DW SRF funding; and authorized 
emergency aid for lead.

WIFIA Update
H.R. 4492 – WIFIA Reauthorization Act of 2017
 Reauthorizes EPA program
 EPA will administer the Corps program
 Doubles funding for both programs to:

 $90,000,000 for fiscal year 2019
 $100,000,000 for fiscal year 2020
 $110,000,000 for fiscal year 2021
 $120,000,000 for fiscal year 2022
 $130,000,000 for fiscal year 2023
 $140,000,000 for fiscal year 2024

In total the bill would authorize spending up to $690 million on WIFIA 
over six years – a sum that, based on EPA’s current leveraging ratio of 
92:1, could support more than $63 billion worth of new low‐cost water 
infrastructure investments. 
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© 2017 Water Research Foundation. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this presentation may be copied, reproduced, or otherwise utilized without permission.

National Priorities Water 
Research Grant Program

Allison Deines & Lauren Baden

Wednesday, March 14, 2018
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© 2017 Water Research Foundation. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

 There is an estimated $300 million in unfunded 
research annually. 

 Despite appropriating over $600 million for EPA’s 
research budget, the National Priorities Grant 
Program received only $4.1 million for FY2018. 

The need for applied research on 
water topics is great. 

© 2017 Water Research Foundation. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

The water sector agrees… 



3/14/2018

15

© 2017 Water Research Foundation. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Letter Writing Campaign

In 2017, we received close to 600 letters from 36 states.

© 2017 Water Research Foundation. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

National Priorities Water Research Grant

"Research National Priorities: The Committee Report provides $20,000,000, 
which shall be used for extramural research grants, independent of the 
STAR grant program, to fund high‐priority water quality and availability 
research by not‐for‐profit organizations who often partner with the Agency. 
Funds shall be awarded competitively, with priority given to partners 
proposing research of national scope and who provide a 25 percent match. 
The Agency is directed to allocate funds to grantees within 180 days of 
enactment of this Act."

Proposed Budget Report Language:

GOAL: To increase funding from the competitive National Priorities Research Program 
to $20,000,000. 
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© 2017 Water Research Foundation. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Support the National Priorities 
Water Research Grant Program

The Water Research Foundation is asking the their members 
as well as our partners members to send letters to their 
Congressmen and Senators asking for them to enlarge this 
vital research grant program to $20 million. 

We respectfully request that you send a letter to your 
members of Congress urging their increased support for the 
National Priorities Water Research grant program. To 
streamline your letter submission, we have initiated a 
simple online process:

1. Click this LINK. 

2. Fill in your name, organization’s address and contact 
information (those serving multiple states will have to 
do a separate entry and provide a corresponding zip 
code for each area)

3. Press SEND (You can view and print the content of the 
letter within the electronic system)

A letter will be sent automatically to each of your respective 
members of Congress.

Hand‐out from 
2017 Fly‐In!

www.waterweek.us
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Hand‐out from 
2017 Fly‐In!

www.waterweek.us

SOCIAL MEDIA
Rahkia Nance

Digital Communications Manager, Water Environment Federation
rnance@wef.org
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• Follow #WaterWeek2018 

• Tag your posts across Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram

• Find your Congress members on 
social media and start following 
them

• Look for updates from WEF, 
NACWA, US Water Alliance

#WATERWEEK2018CHECKLIST

IF YOU’RE ON THE HILL…
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• Arrange a visit with your Congress member’s 
local office and/or invite their staff for a 
facility visit

• Publish an op-ed in your local newspaper

• Write a blog online

IF YOU’RE STAYING LOCAL…

FACEBOOK: @WATERENVIRONMENTFEDERATION

TWITTER: @WEFORG

INSTAGRAM: @WEF_ORG

THANK YOU!
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https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members
Follow links to your Senators’ and Representative’s websites.  Call their 
offices to ask how to request a meeting.  A draft meeting request letter will 
be emailed to all webcast participants.
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Example of a Hill Day meeting Schedule – Can be 
emailed to webcast participants.
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Tips for a 
Successful Meeting



3/14/2018

23

What Influences Congress?
Providing consistently reliable information: 
87.0 percent

Presenting a concise argument: 85.2 percent

Holding face‐to‐face meetings: 58.4 percent 

Academic or issue experts: 81.5 percent 

95% of American support increased investment 
in water infrastructure

Important to Remember…
 Be punctual ‐‐ and be patient!

 Tell them what they need to know about what’s going on 
back home.

 If you don’t know the answer to a question, say you don’t 
know ‐‐ promise to get back to the legislator or staff with 
the requested information.

 NEVER offer to make a political contribution or pledge of 
political support!

 Don’t look at your smartphone.  Silence it!
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Important to Remember, 
continued…
 Make the ask!  Be clear and concise, and ask who the 
correct staff person is for following up. 

 Don’t use acronyms or terms that someone outside of 
your profession won’t understand.  

 Thank the legislator and offer to serve as a resource on 
other water‐related issues. 

 After the visit, write a thank you letter/email reviewing 
the key points discussed.
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Questions or Additional Info:
WEF
• Steve Dye, sdye@wef.org
• Amy Kathman, akathman@wef.org
• Rahkia Nance, rnance@wef.org

NACWA
• Kristina Surfus, ksurfus@nacwa.org
• Jason Isakovic, jIsakovic@nacwa.org

WateReuse
• Amber Kim, AKim@watereuse.org

The Water Research Foundation
• Allison Deines, Adeines@werf.org
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NATIONAL WATER POLICY 

FLY‐IN REGISTRATION:

http://www.waterweek.us/nwpf/

HOTEL REGISTRATION:

Washington Court Hotel

525 New Jersey Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20001

202‐628‐2100

RESERVATION:  
www.goo.gl/wskJF8

Group=Water0418

Taxi: $15 from DCA
$60 from IAD or BWI

Metro: Union Station 


